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Fire fighting 
authorities who 
have experi- 
mented with a 
“WET WATER" 
powder mixed 
with the water 
in an INDIAN 
FIRE PUMP tank 
report it does an 
excellent job, 


Grass, rubbish, brush, roof or spot fires may occur any time. Don’t let these agg 
small fires send you on the warpath. Whoop up your fire fighting with INDIAN FIRE 


Versatile, rugged, dependable INDIAN FIRE PUMPS have been the fireman's best 
for many, many years, They carry Underwriters’ Laboratories approval, Spare po 


always available, 


INDIANS provide the most fire protection for the least cost! 


LARGE 4° OPENING 
HEAVY SEAMLESS FOR QUICK FILLING 
BRASS PUMP REMOVABLE BRASS 


QUICKLY REMOVED. i j STRAINER 


TUBULAR 
STEEL. 


PISTON — HEAVY 
OIL-PROOF 


LONG SERVICE. 
EASILY REPLACED. 


1-PIECE 
BRASS 
PUMP CUP. 


AIR-COOLED 
TANK 


5-GALLON TANK 


BRASS 
ADJUSTABLE 


NOZZLE FOR FOC 
MIST, COARSE OR 
LONC DISTANCE 





N 0 a 8 
TRIGGER SHUT-OFF 
LOCKS OPEN. i Ni D 


(Lever Type F 
and Handl 


Heavy steel pump 

Ventilated tank, § 

ventitate> capacity. Conti 
— FORM FUNG high pressure. 

zinc-grip steel or 


TANK MADE OF tening solid brass 
ARMCO ZINC 


<<, chip steel = Strongest const 


OR SOLID COPPER. 
ARMCO IS FAR 
superior Toany throughout, Hai 
GALVANIZED 
METAL, equal, 


No. 90 INDIA 





(SLIDING PUMP TYPE) 


Form fitting, ven 
lated tank permi 
constant circulatio 
of air between tank 
and carrier's bac 
No dampnes 
Leaves arms free fe 
climbing ladders, ett. 
Highly popular fo 
many years. 


@ Each nozzle sold has a 
100% performance test 


@ A strong husky nozzle 
@ Maintenance free 
@ Greater reach 


@ Finer dispersion which allows 
less GPM without sacrificing 
effectiveness 


@ Denser curtain 
@ No kickback 


@ Operates easily under high 
pressure 


TRY IT OUT! 


You can—by simply writing 
\  usand telling us you want to 
see and test it. Write today! 


FLOW IN GPM AT 100 PSI NOZZLE PRESSURE 


Size Straight Stream 30° Fog Pattern 


1” 20 22 
1%" -60 60 
1%" -100 

2%" 


PLATE NO. 261 


CHOICE OF 
SWIVEL 
OR 
SOLID BASE 


OVER A MILLION SHUT-OFFS 
AND NEVER A LEAK! 


Dura-Fog Nozzles have been thor- 
oughly bench tested, to assure de- 
pendability. We strived for 250,000 
shut-offs, actually tests have gone 
over a million with no leak! 


60° Fog Pattern 90° Fog Pattern 


32 35 
72 88 
107 
225 


POWHATAN BRASS & IRON WORKS 


RANSON, WEST VIRGINIA 


ian In The Same Location Since 1892 
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you can’t measure 


Certainly, Mack fire apparatus can meet 
the most demanding specifications. But 
specifications can never measure Mack 
quality—the end result of such factors 
as these: 

Mack uses the finest materials for utmost 
strength without excessive weight. 

Mack’s standards of craftsmanship and 
precision are unparalleled in the industry. 

Mack exhaustively tests every vital com- 
ponent and sub-component of every Mack 
through each stage of production. 

Mack custom-builds the units that best 
meet your requirements of terrain, climate 
and hazards. 


COMPLETE LINE OF PUMPERS —500 TO 1250 GPM... 
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Mack offers 58 years of experience in 
building heavy-duty vehicles whose dependa- 
bility has made “‘Built like a Mack” a na- 
tional expression for stalwart performance. 


To meet the mounting fire-protection 
needs created by our tremendous national 
growth, more than ever you need the finest 
equipment available. That means Macks. 
Remember, Mack controls the performance 
of its finished vehicles by making more of 
its own components than anyone else in 
the industry . . . and to the highest stand- 
ards. Mack Fire Apparatus, Sidney, Ohio. 
In Canada: Mack Trucks of Canada, Ltd. 


A double front 


bumper is part of the massive 
protective armor that surrounds 
and safeguards the driver on Mack 
cab-forward models. Throughout 
the rugged Mack frames, 
maximum strength, safety and long 
life are achieved through the use 
of heat-treated, chrome 
manganese steel. 
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of Mack models you can have 
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A “MUST” FOR 


FIRE TRAINING OFFICERS! 


6 x 9 inches, 18 pages — 50 cents each 
Discount for quantities 


A REFERENCE LIST for 
FIREMEN'S TRAINING 


A great many fire department training officers and other instructors 
will find this revised reference list extremely useful. It was prepared 
to help instructors and fire fighters to know the source of important 
published material relating to their work and training. 

Basically, this reference list describes publications which have 
already proven useful for basic or elementary courses of training. 
While it is not a complete bibliography on fire matters in general, 
it gives the names and addresses of the important publishers of this 
material, such as the following: 


British Information Service 

California Fire Training Program 

The Reuben H. Donnelley Corporation — Case-Shepperd-Mann Department 
Doubleday & Company 

Factory Mutual Engineering Division 

Florida State Fire College 

The International Association of Fire Chiefs 

The International City Managers’ Association 

Iowa State College 

Los Angeles Firemen’s Relief Association 

Louisiana State Firemen’s Association 

National Board of Fire Underwriters 

National Commission on Safety Education 
National Fire Protection Association 

Ohio State Department of Education 
National Fire Protection Association Oklahoma State University 

60 Batterymarch Street Underwriters’ Laboratories 

Boston 10, Massachusetts U.S. Superintendent of Documents 
University of Maryland 


meme ere ee ee ee ee ee eee ee ee 


Gentlemen: Please send me copies of 
and others. 


ss 


**Reference List for Firemen’s Training. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

All of the books and pamphlets mentioned in this 
| Name ... Reference List have been reviewed by the NFPA Com- 
mittee on Fire Service Training. The texts listed were 
| judged to be accurate and up to date and of proven 
| usefulness for fire service training and instruction. 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Street 


City Zone 
. The Reference List will be very useful to every fir 
County State department that wants to develop up-to-date libraries 
for fire stations. It also serves as an excellent reference 

1] Check enclosed for dollars source for fire fighters taking promotional examina 
C) Bill me later tions because it refers to publications covering many 
aspects of firemen’s training, fire fighting and fire control. 
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The wintry combination of a snowstorm and near-zero weather 
was an important factor in the fire shown on this month’s cover. Actually, 
this fire occurred in Rochester, New York, last February, but the photo 
shows so vividly the conditions fire fighters in the northern United States 
and Canada encounter at this time of year, that it seemed worth-while 
to hold the picture for this particular issue. 

This fire involved two adjoining and communicating five-story and 
basement brick-joisted buildings. Delayed discovery and alarm, plus the 
fact that the sprinkler valves had been closed for some time previous, 
were other factors that led to a loss of nearly $599,000. The Rochester 
Fire Bureau responded with 14 engine companies, 6 ladder companies 
and a special unit, and the Monroe County mutual aid was put into 
effect to provide covering companies in the city. The fire apparently had 
started near an open elevator shaft, then extended to the top floor where 
it mushroomed. There was plenty of apparatus and a good water supply, 
but fire attack was complicated by the bitter cold, high winds and a snow- 
storm. In addition to hand lines, about twenty heavy streams were used 
to confine the fire to the buildings of origin, including streams from ladder 
pipes, deluge sets and portable monitors. Result was that the front of 
the structure developed a coating of ice, the last of which was reported 
to have melted sometime in May. 

Incidentally, since closed sprinkler valves were an important factor 
in this incident, readers are referred to an important article on this sub- 
ject on pages 11 and 12 of this issue. In this Rochester fire, both chief 
officers and fire fighters followed proper procedures in locating the valves 
as first companies responded to the alarm. However, the fact that the 
valves were frozen, and that they were dangerously exposed to fire, pre- 
vented use of the sprinkler system by the fire department. 


It’s time, now, to think of Spring and the annual clean-up campaigns 
that reach into almost every community when the days grow longer and 
warmer. And again this year the NFPA has prepared attractive and useful 
materials that can be put to good use by fire departments and other or- 
ganizations. (See page 30.) However, as brought out in the story on page 
8 of this issue, a clean-up campaign or a year-round fire prevention pro- 
gram demands combined action from many persons and representative 
groups in each community. For the fire department, the task of selecting 
key individuals and getting their cooperation and labor through a pro- 
longed campaign is not easy. It can be accomplished, though, as shown by 
many of the top entries in the NFPA Fire Prevention Contest each year. 
For Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and Ocean Falls, British Columbia, the help 
that the fire department got from citizen groups was an important factor 
in the winning of Grand Awards. In addition, the well-planned campaigns 
that made up the year-round programs undoubtedly won some new re- 
spect for these two fire departments and assurance of support for future 
clean-up and fire prevention programs. 


The preliminary estimate by the NFPA Fire Record Department 
of fire loss in the United States and Canada was reported in the January 
issue. Unfortunately, three zeros were dropped from the figure representing 
fire loss in the United States. That is, the item stated that fires cause 11,500 
deaths and $1,305,000 loss in the U. 8. As indicated by a subsequent 


sentence, the U.S. loss was in the billion-dollar range, that is, one billion, 
three hundred and five million dollars! 
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Ocean Falls, British Columbia 


WINNERS OF THE 1958 


(SRAND 
AWARDS! 








Oshkosh, Wisconsin 


FIRE PREVENTION CONTEST! = |, 


SHKOSH, Wisconsin, and Ocean Falls, British 
Columbia, won the grand awards for municipal 
entries in the 1958 Fire Prevention Contest. Despite 
the excellent programs and entries of many larger 
municipalities, these two (Oshkosh, population 47,000; 
Ocean Falls, population 3,000) got the highest point 
totals from the contest’s board of judges. A list of 
other grand award winners and the top entries from the 
various municipal classes is shown on the opposite page. 
(A complete listing of results of all classifications has 
been sent to all contest entrants and is available free on 
request to the NFPA Public Relations Department.) 

As mentioned frequently in this magazine, full ap- 
preciation of fire service activities in the cause of fire 
prevention can only be gained by making personal 
study of contest entries. It is obvious each year that 
more and more fire departments are learning how to 
capture community attention for these worthwhile fire 
prevention projects. It is also evident that business 
and industrial personnel are pitching into the various 
programs and bringing new talent and resourcefulness 
to the projects. 

It should be pointed out that the principal weakness 
in the entries which did not win top awards seemed to 
be in the first category reported on the entry blank — 
“Organization.” Invariably, the best entries in each 
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classification reflected good organization, practicalg th 
assignment, and the carrying out of projects to a 
planned conclusion. On the other hand, there were a§ pl 
number of municipalities that submitted excellent en- 
tries showing well-planned inspection programs, year- 
round and Fire Prevention Week activities that were 
limited only by lack of good organization. 

The two grand award winners, Oshkosh and Ocean 
Falls, showed excellent balance in organization, plan- 
ning, development and conclusion of their year-round 
campaigns. In Oshkosh, for example, Fire Chief Otte 
M. Stoegbauer and Ben Pitcher, Executive Vice Presi 
dent of the Chamber of Commerce, spearheaded activ 
ities in that Class 5 municipality. The winning entry 
was sponsored by the Chamber with Lieutenant Come 
mander Charles C. Gibson serving as Chairman of the 
Chamber’s Fire Prevention Committee and responsib 
for organizing the year-round campaign. The cane 
paign was aimed not only at business, industry, educa; 
tional and recreational institutions but also at hospitals 
and nursing homes and military establishments in th 
area. Some of the groups that were brought into the 
organization plan included: the Women’s Division of 
the Chamber of Commerce (Spring Clean-up and 
Prevention vote pledge), the Retail and Commere 
Division (cross-inspections and window displays), 
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Grand Awards! 





Municipal Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
Ocean Falls, British Columbia 
Industrial Ford Motor Company, M-h-L Divi- 
sion, Pico-Rivera, California 
Military Fort Ord, California — U. 8S. Army 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 
U.S. Air Force 
Naval Ammunition Depot, Hingham, 
Massachusetts — U.S. Navy 
HMC Dockyard Esquimalt, British 
Columbia—Department of National 
Defense, Canada 
Government General Services Administration Re- 


gion 3, Washington, D. C. 


MUNICIPAL DIVISION — CLASS WINNERS 
United States 


Class I Minneapolis, Minnesota 
II Memphis, Tennessee 
Ill Hartford, Connecticut 
IV Portland, Maine 
V Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
VI West Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Vil Cokato, Minnesota 
Canada 
Class A Vancouver, British Columbia 
B Kitchener, Ontario 
Cc Arvida, Quebec 
D Montreal West, Quebec 
EB Ocean Falls, British Columbia 
F Manitouwadge, Ontario 


Boy Scouts (emergency disaster mobilization), the 
Camp Fire Girls (baby sitter training course and dis- 
plays), the Sisters of Mercy (hospital, disaster plan- 
ning) and the industrial association (helped out in fire 
brigade training activities and inspection). The safety 
council, teacher’s association, a boaters’ club, insurance 
groups and public utility personnel also formed part of 
tical the Fire Prevention Committee. 
to a Playing an important role in all of the fire prevention 
ream planning and activities of course were Chief Stoegbauer, 
; ens Deputy Chief Anthony Lueck, Lieutenant Inspector 
year-@ Jarvis Stankey and all personnel of the Oshkosh Fire 
were Department. 
The Fire Department continued a three-year-old pro- 







cean™ gram of home inspections, covering 3,100 residences last 
jlan-@ year. It also conducted a controlled burning project to 





yund @ rid the city of dangerous buildings and other hazards. 
Otte@ The daily newspaper ran a novel ‘“Whodunit?” series 
rest @ during Fire Prevention Week, picturing blocked exits, 
ctive@ cars parked by hydrants and other unsafe practices. 

ntry Ocean Falls, British Columbia, is a different type of 
Yom community with its individual fire problems. This 
f the municipality is isolated, located in an inlet some 350 
sible@™ miles north of Vancouver. There are no radio or tele- 


























cam+™ Vision stations, and transportation to Vancouver and 
luca @ other areas is limited to a daily float-plane and boats 


yitals§ which come to Ocean Falls weekly. With these limita- 
1 the tions the fire department headed by Chief V. 0. 
> the ® Anderson had to depend upon public address systems, 
mn ¢ f _ local newspapers, fliers and posters to spark the year- 

~@ Tound fire prevention program. Ocean Falls is primarily 
_4 pulp and paper mill community but, of course, it has 
other small business and industry, a hotel, a hospital, 













schools and churches. Since it is situated in a forested 
area, outdoor fires are apt to be a major problem. 

As reported in the entry, the fire department was the 
principal sponsor and “watchdog” on all fire prevention 
activity. In addition to Chief Anderson, Assistant 
Chief J. Bushell, Lieutenant M. McNamara and other 
members of the department established a small fire pre- 
vention committee with definite objectives for the year. 
The principal aim was to put across a fire prevention 
program to the community with particular attention to 
educating children, youth organizations and “New 
Canadians.”’ A fire committee was established includ- 
ing representatives from the fire department, the 
“townsite” and mill management. Personnel from the 
two local newspapers, a photography club, the hotel, 
hospital, churches, service clubs and other local business 
and industry also served from time to time in the fire 
prevention project. 

The Ocean Falls entry reported several unique activi- 
ties. Chief Anderson and his men trained a junior fire 
department, and the youngsters not only practice 
with the senior volunteer members of the department, 
but when fire occurs they serve as messengers and also 
help to establish control of any crowd that gathers. 

Fire safety is part of the curriculum in all schools. 
Teachers use a manual on fire prevention education to 
work fire safety subjects into their instruction through- 
out the year. 

The Fire Prevention Committee ran a novel contest 
by telephone with a “Jackpot” for housewives. This 
contest featured the telephoned spelling of Fire Pre- 
vention Week in various languages, and the person 


(Right) Tables of 
the organizations 
in Oshkosh (fop) 
and Ocean Falls 
that created the 
winning fire pre- 
vention programs. 





answering the phone had to guess what language was 
being used and what was being spelled. This proved 
particularly attractive to the “New Canadians.” 

The volunteer fire department members held vigor- 
ous inspection programs, concentrating particularly 
on all places of public assembly but also giving atten- 
tion to dwellings. Whenever a public function was to 
be held in any building, the structure was inspected 
beforehand to make sure that exits were adequate, ex- 
tinguishers were properly placed and filled, that all 
decorations were flameproofed and that other sensible 
fire safety practices were enforced. 

These are but a few of the significant features that 
made the Oshkosh and the Ocean Falls entries worthy 
of receiving the top awards in the NFPA Fire Preven- 
tion Contest. Subsequent issues of FIREMEN will in- 
clude other reference to these two entries which should 
be helpful to other fire departments throughout the 
United States and Canada that are already embarked 
on their 1959 fire prevention programs. 


Tips on Organization 

N PLANNING an organization for a task or ob- 

jective, three basic questions should be considered: 
What needs to be done? Who can do it? When can the 
job be completed? Certainly the many different prob- 
lems in the scope of fire prevention demand serious 
consideration and effective action. As far as the Con- 
test is concerned, the plan of organization might be 
evaluated by the following questions: Were the “goals’’ 
reasonable? Did the organization include the indi- 
viduals or groups who could help to bring these goals 
within reach? How much did the fire department take 
part in the program? 

Section I of the Contest entry blank “Organization 
for Fire Prevention” can receive a maximum rating of 
20 points (out of a possible 100 for the complete entry) 
and asks the following questions: 

1. What organization is the principal sponsor of fire prevention 
planning and activities in your community (fire dept., chamber 
of commerce, Grange, etc.)? 

2. What organizations cooperated in the past year’s fire pre- 
vention activities (and briefly describe what they did)? . . . If fire 
department was aided by a fire prevention committee, list func- 
tions and groups represented. 

3. Title of fire department man in direct charge of fire preven- 
tion. . . . List other personnel assigned. . . . Do you have a fire 
prevention code? . .. When first adopted? . .. When last amended? 

4, What main objective did you hope to accomplish this year? 
... Other objectives. ... 


For the contest entries, Section I is particularly im- 
portant. Attention is given to the role of the fire de- 
partment in initiating or taking part in the basie or- 
ganization for fire prevention in the municipality. For 
larger communities it is usual for the Chamber of Com- 
merce to be the principal sponsor of the entry, giving 
help to the fire department by contacting business and 
industry and allocating jobs for completing different 
aspects of the fire prevention program. However, it 
certainly is important that the fire department plays a 
major role in the actual fire prevention planning and 
activities. The grand award winners for Oshkosh and 
Ocean Falls reflected this kind of participation, for in 
these two communities the fire chiefs or other officers 
“kept a finger on the pulse” of the year-round program. 
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Question 2 is also significant. It should be appre- 
ciated that a continual, effective fire prevention pro- 
gram frequently is beyond the capabilities and available 
time of fire department personnel alone. Depending 
upon the size and type of community, it certainly is 
important that individuals or groups from the major 
representative elements of the community, that is busi- 
ness, industry, municipal services, education, medicine, 
recreation, ete., be asked to participate. Generally, this 
can be handled pretty well by establishing a fire pre- 
vention committee with the necessary representation 
and giving this committee particular functions to com- 
plete in a certain time. The fire department should be 
well aware of the major fire protection and prevention 
problems. Its main task is to make the public equally 
aware and then to get the corrective action. This prob- 
lem is so broad that the fire department needs help 
from many “specialists” from the various “publics.” 

Question 3 brings out another aspect of fire preven- 
tion within the fire department organization, that is 
whether the fire chief is attempting to handle this im- 
portant funetion all by himself or has delegated the task 
to a certain officer with perhaps a staff of capable per- 
sonnel. Certainly the faet that a community has a fire 
prevention code is important, for it is through such a 
code that the fire department, its officers and men can 
receive the authority to effect fire prevention. 

The adoption date of the code is perhaps not too im- 
portant unless that date was a number of years ago, in 
which case the date of amendment becomes significant. 
In other words, if a community established a code 20 
or 30 years ago and there have been no amendments, it 
might appear that the fire department was lax in keep- 
ing up to date on fire protection and fire prevention 
problems and working towards effective legislation. 

Question 4 asks for the objective of the program. 
Again, scope is important. An objective of “general 
fire prevention” does not reflect good planning. ‘“Con- 
trolled burning of trash and waste materials,” “improv- 
ing community dump conditions,” ‘“‘safe-guarding 
places of public assembly” and “getting maximum fire 
protection in schools and churches” all seem more 
realistic and worthwhile main objectives. Secondary ob- 
jectives should be considered in the same light. 


Some of the 1,500 contest entries, indicating the magnitude of the 
judging problem. Every entry is examined carefully and graded. 
Judging them below are S. Bruce Black, Board Chairman, Liberty Mutual 
Insurance Company and NFPA General Manager Percy Bugbee. 
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PLANNING FIREGROUND ACTION FOR 


SPRINKLERED BUILDINGS 


By Warren Y. Kimball, Manager, NFPA Fire Service Department; Editor, FIREMEN magazine. 


T IS well known that automatic sprinklers help to 

control about 96 per cent of the fires in which they 
operate. Nevertheless, because of the great value at 
risk in many sprinklered buildings, there have been 
some very large losses in the small percentage of fires 
sprinklers did not control. In 1957, 36 fires of more 
than $250,000 loss occurred in sprinklered buildings. 
Among the leading reasons for these losses have been 
“sprinklers shut off” and “inadequate water supplies.” 

Under the latter category, unfortunately, in too many 
cases the fire department operations were not properly 
planned to take advantage of the sprinkler system. 
One of the chief sources of trouble has been the attempt 
to supply fire department hose streams from private 
water supplies, which were intended chiefly for sprin- 
klers and first aid fire fighting and were not designed 
to supply the large volumes needed for modern fire 
department pumpers. Similar trouble has been en- 
countered where the primary supply to sprinklers is 
from a small public main which also supplies the hy- 
drants the pumpers normally use. 


Suggested Inspection Form for Sprinklered Properties 


Name of Plant 
Fire Inspection District No. 
Location Fire Alarm Code No. 
Description of Property 
Plant Official Responsible for Sprinklers 
Phone ‘pals 
Type of Automatic Sprinkler System (Wet, Dry, Deluge, 
ete.) ae ; 
No. Sprinkler Heads. Size of Connection to Main 
Automatic Sprinkler Valves: 
Location. wee LYpe 
Cold Weather Valve 
Water Supplies to Sprinklers: 
Public Main......, Gravity Tank 
Private Fire Pump......, Volume in Storage 
GPM Available.........., Statie Pressure 
Fire Department Connections: 
Location. 
Company Assigned to Pump into Sprinkler System on 
First Alarm 
Hydrant to be Used (normal procedure) 
Supplemental Pumper Supply Available 
Sprinkler Alarm Devices: 
Local Waterflow. 
Central Station. ‘ 
Supervised by......... Seng eee 
Remarks: Include any pertinent special information that 
may affect fire department operations.......................04. 


Controlling 


, Pressure Tank 


Master Alarm Box 


..Date..... 


Inspected by.................. Approved by......... 


lor years fire departments have been given general 
instructions concerning the proper operation at fires in 
sprinklered buildings. The NFPA Industrial Fire 
Brigades Training Manual, for example, stresses the 
following items: 


1. The importance of connecting pumpers to sprinkler systems 
2. The importance of making certain the valve is open and of 
keeping it open until the fire is out. 
The importance of stationing a man at the valve. 
The importance of connecting pumpers to water supplies 
which will not reduce the pressure or volume available to the 
sprinklers. 
The importance of promptly shutting off the sprinkler valve 
when the fire is out to prevent unnecessary water damage 


In view of the fact that every sprinklered building 
involves a potential fire or life hazard, we suggest that 
each fire department develop planned operations for 
sprinklered buildings in its territory. Shown below is a 
new, special inspection report form for recording facts 
that the fire department will need to know. Each fire 
department may want to change the format and the 
requested details to fit its own method of operation, 
but the general facts are important and should be 
covered. 

Most well-run fire departments have rules regarding 
connection of pumpers to sprinkler systems. Generally, 
either the first due or second due engine on the assign- 
ment card is assigned to the fire department sprinkler 
connection. Frequently, however, the rule is not 
strictly observed and this neglect has resulted in the 
destruction of much property. A pumper should be re- 
quired to hook up to the fire department siamese con- 
nection to the sprinkler system and should stand by 
until relieved by the officer in charge. If connection is 
not made to the sprinklers until the fire is obviously 
out of control, this is almost always too late. 

There are just too many things that have to be done 
on the fire ground to leave anything as important as 
sprinkler operation and supply to chance. The officer 
in charge is usually busy locating the fire, determining 
its extent and ordering lines to be placed. He should 
not have to give detailed orders regarding the initial 
supply to the sprinkler system. That should auto- 
matically be done according to established plans. It is 
important that pumpers be placed where they will not 
seriously reduce pressure on the sprinkler system. This 
means that they should not connect to private mains 
too weak to supply both pumpers and sprinklers, but 
should be connected to hydrants on large public mains 
where available. 

When there is a working fire in a sprinklered building 
it is desirable to pump at least 500 gpm into the sprin- 
klers. This means that not less than one 3-in. line or 
two 2)-in. lines should be attached promptly to the 
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(Right) Opened heads 
operating at 10 pounds 
pressure cause friction 
loss in piping and mains 
so that residual pressure 
in hydrant drops. Pump- 
ers drawing from the 
same main that supplies 
hydrant will weaken flow 
to sprinklers. 
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connection feeding sprinklers in the fire area. Some 
assigned officer or fire fighter should see that valves are 


open even though the fire department connections per- 
mit pumping into the system when the main sprinkler 
control valve is closed. Pumpers should be operated at 
pressures to give maximum volume through the lines 
connected to the sprinkler system. 

The importance of the fire department pumper in 


(Left) Sometimes a tacti- 
cal error on the fire- 
ground is to use the hy- 
drant pressure to supply 
hose streams, when more 
effective attack might be 
full utilization of the 
sprinkler system. Here 
residual pressure at hy- 
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(Right) A better method 
is to supply two 2'2-in. 
lines to fire department 
connection of sprinkler 
system with about 100 
pounds pressure at this 
connection. 
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maintaining proper pressure on the sprinklers can be 
appreciated from the following diagram. Let us as- 
sume that the normal static water pressure is sufficient 
to provide the necessary 15 pounds pressure for proper 
discharge from the top line of sprinklers. With many 
heads open and hose streams in use, friction loss will 
occur in the sprinkler piping and the water mains feed- 
ing the sprinklers. If the sprinklers are fed from a 
public main which also must supply fire department 
pumpers, we know that heavy fire flow demand may 
reduce pressure in the main to a mere 5 or 10 pounds. 
This will not be enough to supply the sprinklers effec- 
tively. Unless there is a fire pump or other private 
source of water pressure, the only way effective pres- 
sure can be supplied to the sprinklers once any ap- 
preciable number of heads have opened is to immedi- 
mediately pump an adequate volume into the system. 
Pump pressure should be high enough to overcome 
friction loss in the hose to the sprinkler connection, 
overcome loss in the sprinkler piping and fittings, over- 
come any elevation of the sprinkler heads above the 
level of the pump and supply good pressure at the 
sprinkler heads. In general, about 150 pounds at the 
pump will be needed to supply 100 pounds at the base 
of the sprinkler system and more pump pressure may 
be needed if supply lines are long. Sprinkler systems are 
hydrostatically tested to withstand the required 
pressures. 


N ADDITION to a pre-fire planning survey report, 
ach consolidated report of fire in a sprinklered 

building should include pertinent additional informa- 

tion regarding automatic sprinkler operation such as: 

No. of Sprinkler Heads Operating 

Location of Heads Operating 

Result of Sprinkler Operation 

Reason for Any Unsatisfactory Operation 

What Fire Company Was Assigned to Connect Sprinkler Con- 
nection? 

What Member of Department Was Assigned to Check Control 
Valve? 

Who Closed Valve After Fire? 

Is Sprinkler Protection Fully Restored? 

By Whom? 

Did the Private Water Supply to Sprinklers Operate Satis- 
factorily? 

Was Water Pumped Into System? 

Did Fire Department Connect to Sprinkler System? 

If not, why not? 

Fire Company Connected to Sprinkler System——— 

Company No.—— 

Number of Sprinkler Heads replaced by Fire Company 

Type of Heads Installed -——-————--__-___. 


Of course, the fire report will also indicate other fire 
fighting equipment such as hose streams used on the 
fire. In addition, a fire company that has pumped into 
a sprinkler system should prepare a detailed report. in- 
cluding orders received, lines connected to sprinklers, 
water supply used, pressure maintained, and length of 
time sprinklers were supplied. 


Item 380, “Fire Department Connections” of NI'PA 
Standard No. 13 on sprinkler systems, says: 


“A connection through which a fire department can pump 
water into the sprinkler system makes a desirable auxiliary sup- 
(Continued on page 18) 
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His NFPA Fire Service Depart- 
ment is often asked to advise fire 
departments on the purchase of 


aerial ladders. Actually, all the 
purchasing fire department has to 
do is to specify that the entire truck 
shall conform to NFPA Standard 
No. 19, “Specifications for Motor 
Fire Apparatus.”” The chapters of 
these specifications cover the re- 
quirements of bid and delivery, 
provisions applying to all types of 
modern apparatus such as the en- 
gine, electrical system, road tests 
and other performance, and Chap- 
ter 8 deals specifically with aerial 
ladder trucks. 

Fire department aerials often 
must be used under extremely 
hazardous conditions of wind and 
weather. They must sustain live 
loads of fire fighters and rescued 
persons; they must support the 
load of heavy hose and sustain the 
reaction of heavy streams from lad- 
der pipes. Aerial ladders must also 
be capable of use on all sorts of 
terrain, at various angles of eleva- 
tion and extension which normally 
would not be necessary for com- 
mercial utility ladders. Aerial lad- 
ders must be moved quickly from 
one elevation or angle to another to 
permit rescues, and there must be 
ample power in the operating system 
and safety devices to prevent un- 
wanted movement in any direction. 
Manual controls are also essential, 
to permit emergency operations 
such as retracting the ladder with 
the power shut off. 

These requirements are not neces- 
sarily provided in the small com- 
mercial aerials used by tree trim- 
mers and utility crews. Persons in- 
troducing these smaller ladders into 
the fire fighting service should know 
of the hazard to human life that 
may well be involved. All ground 
and aerial ladders intended for fire 
department service should pass the 
ladder tests outlined in NFPA 
Standard No. 193. These supple- 
ment the tests of the aerial ladder 
and truck in No. 19. A ladder which 
cannot meet these tests should be 
rejected as unsuitable for fire serv- 
ice use. 


GET THE RIGHT AERIAL LADDER! 
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The chapters of Standard No. 19 apply to various types and portions of fire apparatus. Num- 
bers on sketches above indicate the appropriate chapters, such as: 2. vehicle; 3. pump; 4. hose 
body; 5. booster pump; 6. water tank; 7. ground ladders; 8. aerial ladder; 9. equipment carried. 


In addition, for aerial ladder 
trucks, the specifications call for a 
complement of at least 8 other 
ladders totalling 219 feet, including 
5 extension ladders, 2 roof ladders 
and | straight wall ladder. Also re- 
quired is an extensive inventory of 
tools and equipment needed for fire 
department “truck work.’ A fire 
department aerial ladder truck, like 
other acceptable apparatus, must 
meet tests of road performance, 
weight distribution, tire and axle 
loading, angle of departure for road 
clearance, and other elements of 
good fire apparatus design. Of par- 
ticular importance for aerial ladders 
are the features affecting vehicle 
stability and reliability of power. 
Before a fire department buys an 
aerial, the local fire insurance rat- 
ing bureau should be consulted so 
that the apparatus purchased will 
meet the minimum requirements for 
credit. In general, compliance with 
Standard No. 19 will be specified. 
There are no underwriters’ tests for 
aerials similar to those for pumpers 
but it is desirable to invite the rating 
bureau to be present when the new 
truck is officially put through its 
acceptance tests. 

In selecting a new aerial to comply 
with Standard No. 19, there are 





only a few major decisions that the 
purchaser must make: 1. What 
length of aerial ladder do we want? 
2. Do we want a custom-built lad- 
der truck chassis or a commercial 
ladder truck chassis? 3. Do we 
want a service type chassis or a 
tractor-trailer type aerial 
chassis? 

Aerial ladders come in standard 
sizes of 65, 75, 85 and 100 feet long. 
However, a few years ago, a survey 
of fire chiefs using 65-foot aerials 
showed that the majority would 
prefer to replace these with longer 
aerial ladders. 

Whether the aerial is mounted on 
a commercial or a custom-built 
chassis is a matter for the customer 
to decide. A fact that should not be 
forgotten is that the service life of 
aerial ladders frequently exceeds 20 
years, and a_ well-considered ex- 
penditure is likely to provide a ve- 
hicle which will prove adequate ‘and 
fully satisfactory for many years. 
If pennies are pinched in buying an 
aerial ladder truck it may need re- 
placement at a much earlier date or 
possibly maintenance costs for the 
cheap vehicle will be extravagant. 
The safety of the ladder crew and 
of the public should also be con- 
sidered in the selection of the aerial. 


ladder 
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An important summary of effective fire alarm 


HE method of receiving and transmitting emer- 

gency alarms concerns every fire department. The 
degree of reliability and extent of the system depends 
upon the facilities provided by the municipality, the 
fire department and the telephone company. <A com- 
plete municipal fire alarm system fulfills two functions, 
that of receiving alarms from the public through fire 
alarm boxes located on the street and transmitting 
alarms to fire companies which should respond. 

Municipal fire alarm facilities also include provisions 
for receipt of alarms from commercial telephones and 
the means necessary to alert other interested groups, 
such as police and water departments, that a fire 
emergency exists. 

Standards have been developed for the installation, 
maintenance and use of municipal fire alarm systems. 
They mainly apply to complete systems, but cover all 
methods by which alarms are received and firemen are 
notified. 

Every community should install some facility, avail- 
able to the public, for transmitting an alarm and a 
means of notifying paid or volunteer firemen. The 
standard fire alarm telegraph system with siren, air 
horn, bell or whistle meets these requirements. 

Each fire alarm system studied by engineers of the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters or rating bureaus 
is graded on the degree of adequacy and reliability. 
One point to remember is that some fire alarm systems 
may be so unreliable or inadequate that they are worse 
than if no system were installed. 

A simple fire alarm system for a small community 
might be made by installing an iron rail, tire iron, or 
large bell hung from a post at the main corner, with a 
sledge hammer chained to the post and a sign near by 
to designate operation in case of a fire. Everyone should 
know the location of the sledge and all volunteers 
could theoretically hear the continuous ringing. Some 
disadvantages would be that a person might have to 
travel quite far to report an alarm and that the vol- 
unteers might not hear the alarm because they were 
some distance away. An improvement is to mount 
an operating switch under glass or in a box on the wall 
of the fire station and to have this switch energize a 
siren, air whistle or some other alerting device. The 
switch may be located at some other conspicuous place 
which can be seen from the fire station and it is prefer- 
able to install an indicating light over the switch. 

A fire alarm system meeting the requirements of 
NFPA-NBFU Standard No. 73, whether of telegraph 
or telephone type, offers the best method to provide 
improved fire alarm service to the public. Under present 
design, wired circuits are necessary when boxes are 
installed. We recommend that any fire alarm circuit 
be supervised to assure reliability of service. A box 
should be visible from the main entrance of any build- 
ing in congested districts, and, in order to reach a fire 
alarm box it should not be necessary to travel in excess 
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EMERGENCY REPORTING 


systems for various types of communities. 


From a talk at the Kansas Fire School, by Robert A. 
Young, Special Assistant to Director of Municipal 
Surveys, National Board of Fire Underwriters. 


of one block or 500 feet in mercantile or manufacturing 
districts, with a distance of 300 feet being preferable, 
nor in excess of two blocks or 800 feet in residential 
areas, With a distance of 500 feet being preferable. 

Several types of circuits are in use with telephone 
type boxes. Two or more boxes have been installed on 
2 common circuit terminating at an alarm telephone 
thus forming a conference trunk circuit. This system 
has disadvantages: trouble on the circuit disables all 
boxes and there is no positive way of identifying the 
box in use. Another type of system incorporates 
several boxes, each on an individual circuit but relayed 
to a common telephone. Failure of one box would not 
disable the system but location of the call would be 
indefinite. 

The acceptable system, a type installed in many 
cities, consists of individual, supervised circuits from 
each box with terminations at individual positions on 
a switchboard. This type has unlimited capacity and 
its size depends only upon the number of boxes leased 
by the city. Switchboards vary from 10- to 400- 
circuit capacity. Telephone companies have developed 
a system for communities where public officials do not 
want to lease a large capacity system. This should soon 
be in production. It will consist of standard telephone 
boxes with each box on a separate supervised circuit. 
The single-position, cordless switchboard will have a 
capacity of 40 circuits including fire trunk lines and 
other circuits, with space for sprinkler supervisory 
alarms, trouble signals and other operating devices. 
Power facilities will consist of an alternating current 
rectifier but may include batteries if the city so desires. 
All facilities of the larger systems are being incorporated 
into the smaller unit. 

It must be remembered that in any telephone-type 
fire alarm system the point at which alarms are re- 
ceived must be manned 24 hours a day. No automatic 
means have been developed for sounding a siren when 
a telephone box is used. This would probably be un- 
desirable when the other uses of the box are considered. 

Several suggestions are offered in regard to tele 
phone box installations. The box handset should not 
be equipped with. a dialing mechanism as these boxes 
should not be used to make official or private calls 
other than the fire, police and possibly one or two other 
municipal departments. The only movement necessary 
to send in an alarm should be by lifting the handset off 
the hook; any telephone message which follows de- 
scribes the nature of the emergency. The box should 
be conspicuous and, if it is on a pole, a band should be 
provided. The ‘Emergency Fire-Police Telephone” 
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sign is a worthwhile addition. The circuit lead to boxes 
should never be attached to buildings or originate in 
cable boxes within buildings. The underwriters 
recognize the availability of public outdoor telephone 
booths and unlocked police call boxes and give a small 
credit for such facilities. 

Most fire and emergency alarms are received over 
commercial telephone circuits regardless of whether 
fire alarm systems are installed or not. The problems 
arising from this type of alarm are many, and loss of 
life and property has occurred because of mechanical, 
electrical or human failure or error in transmitting the 
alarm over commercial circuits. 

A manually operated central office or exchange with 
a telephone distribution coverage the same as for the 
fire district response represents few problems other 
than possible circuit trouble and few suggestions can 
be made to improve this service. The operator knows 
which line is in use to report the emergency and can 
asily trace and monitor all calls; and she usually has 
a good knowledge of the areas covered by the district. 
Arrangements are generally made for the operator to 
sound a fire alarm and relay messages to the fire 
department. 

Unfortunately, today the telephone company’s man- 
ual central office is being converted to a machine 
switching or dial central office. Frequently the machine 
switching operations in smaller communities are un- 
attended except for routine visits by service personnel. 
Consequently the nearest operator may be 15 or more 
miles distant from the community. The greatest prob- 
lem arising from alarms being transmitted through an 
unattended central office building is where the re- 
porting party dials “operator’’ to report an emergency. 
The mechanical and electrical equipment in these sub- 
stations is well installed and supervised and should 
present no unusual problems. 

Refer to the sketch above that shows Central Office 
Drexel 1-2 and 7 in City Doty. This is the only lo- 
cation where regular operators are on duty 24 hours a 
day. Any emergency calls, where the operator is 
dialed, which originate in the City of Doty, the Towns 
of Able, Baker and Cain, the three fire protection 
districts and the area without fire protection must be 
answered by one of the operators on duty at this key 
central office. Can you logically expect this operator 
to notify the proper fire department if the calling 
party does not know his respective fire district? 

We sympathize with the telephone companies in re- 
gard to this problem and feel that they are justified 
in taking the administrative position that their regularly 
assigned telephone operators should not take the re- 
sponsibility of dispatching fire companies to alarms. 

The telephone operator on duty has a group of 
answering positions for each unattended central office 
and she can determine that the call is originating in 
the area covered by Drexel 4 or Drexel 5 or other areas. 
She has the listed phone numbers of all of the fire de- 
partments in the area and she can reach any depart- 
ment quickly. But the problem which confronts her 
is which one of the overlapping fire districts should 
receive the alarm. 

The best answer towards solving this problem is for 
the respective fire districts to publicize their areas of 
operations widely and to inform all residents of the 
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Difficulties of typical telephone alarm systems in small communities 
are shown by this sketch. If operators are not on duty 24 hours daily 
in telephone central offices of Able, Baker and Cain, calls at night 
will go to central office in Doty. There an operator may have to 
determine alarm location by guesswork, then notify the fire company 
responsible for protecting that particular area. 


fire department phone number. Encourage all residents 
to post the name and listed fire phone telephone num- 
ber near each telephone and in the telephone book. 

Some citizens will always dial the operator to report 
un emergency regardless of instructions or signs. The 
next step for handling this type of call is to arrange for 
2 central dispatching office for the area or at least a 
point where the operator could relay a call for routing 
the alarm to the proper department. An efficient ar- 
rangement consists of departments Able, Baker and 
Cain to contract with City Doty for fire alarm service. 
All emergency alarms would be received and trans- 
mitted by Doty fire alarm dispatchers who would be on 
duty 24 hours a day. All direct dialed and operator 
calls would be routed to the Doty fire alarm office 
where they would be processed for fire district re- 
sponse. The dispatchers would then sound the correct 
siren by remote controlled radio or wire circuit and 
would relay the data on fire details by direct tele- 
phone to the department concerned. 

Another alternative would be to provide the county 
sheriff’s office with fire district maps and cross index 
guides. The operator could then route questionable 
calls to the office, and police on duty could relay the 
salls to the proper fire department. County fire alarm 
centers are in service in some states. Another suggestion 
is for each fire department to maintain a master record 
of district boundaries, for these departments to lease 
a direct telephone line to the two adjoining fire de- 
partments, and for each department to relay an alarm 
to the next department when the emergency is outside 
its respective district. In all cases the telephone com- 
pany operator would be expected to monitor any 
“operator called” emergency. 

(Continued on page 28) 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE IT’? 


by Chief James W. Just, for many years a leader in fire service training and a 
charter member of the original NFPA Committee on Firemen’s Training. 


ECENTLY a chief officer had occasion to suspend 

a fireman at the scene of a fire for refusing to 
comply with a perfectly reasonable and proper order. 
This action required a later hearing before the mayor 
or his duly appointed hearing commissioner. The hear- 
ing consumed some seven days and produced 800-odd 
pages of sworn testimony — not to mention the weeks 
required in preparation for the hearing and the time 
lost by everyone concerned. 

As this is written the final result of the hearing has 
not been announced (suspension approved — Ed.), how- 
ever, no matter what the final outcome may be, it will 
be of small consequence in comparison to the value of 
the lessons to be noted by anyone in the fire service. 
The writer was privileged to sit in at this hearing, and 
could not help wishing all firemen could have attended. 

In beginning any discussion of the lessons to be 
learned from this case, probably the most important 
one is simply this: no fire fighter should ever lose sight 
of the fact that any alarm he answers may be the first 
step to his appearance, as a principal or a witness, be- 
fore a judge, jury or a hearing commissioner. This 
could be the result of an act of insubordination (as in 
this case), suspected arson, an insurance dispute, an 
accident, or what have you. In making such an ap- 
pearance, the fire fighter may find that his opinions 
and guesswork are “incompetent, irrelevant and im- 
material,’ and he will be expected to answer many 
questions under oath, many of which will seem to him 
to be irrelevant and immaterial. 

There is one important item that has never been 
stressed enough in fire service training programs. The 
fire fighter who has had no training, or has failed to 
absorb what was offered him, is fair game to a smart 
attorney, who will have no trouble in discrediting all 
or most of his testimony through the simple expedient 
of showing that he is an incompetent fireman who is not 
familiar with modern fire fighting techniques. 

Let us assume, first of all, that you are the principal 
in some sort of case. It will become necessary for you 
to present witnesses in your behalf, and it would appear 
logical to select your closest friend. However, it doesn’t 
necessarily follow that he will help your cause from the 
witness stand with a smart lawyer working on him. 
You must consider his attitudes, his personality, and 
his background as an intelligent fireman. 

As an illustration from the case in question, the 
defense put a buddy of the defendant on the stand. 
He had been a member of a fire department for over 
30 years, and might have been a good witness. But, 
he was, in his own estimation, the department’s smart 
boy — or clown. He never for a moment realized that 
he was facing two lawyers and a commissioner who 
were not only smart, but who considered the hearing 
a serious proceeding. 

This man had never learned the first and most im- 
portant principle of witness stand technique, that is, to 
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keep quiet, except to answer every question with a 
“Ves” or “No.” If the attorney wants an explanation 
he will ask for it. Otherwise, he will change the question. 

So, our witness in this case answered questions with 
wisecracks and “smart-alec’”’ answers. The more his 
pals in the audience snickered, the better he thought 
he was doing — until the commissioner threatened to 
clear the room. The witness said, for example, that he 
always used a straight stream, then when the smoke 
got too bad he would switch to fog to “push the smoke 
back,” then repeat the performance. When he was dis- 
missed from the stand the following exchange occurred: 


Witness (to Prosecutor): How about you 
questions? 


vou got any more 


Prosecutor: If I had any more I would ask them. 
Witness: And I'd have an answer for you! 


Prosecutor: I’m sure you would. 


Then there is the important question of the “expert” 
witness! The best advice we could offer would be to 
never call on an “expert’’ unless he is a specialist in 
some line, such as a chemist or an electrical engineer. 

In this case the defense went to some expense to bring 
in a retired deputy chief from a large city department. 
The deputy took the stand with an air of confidence 
and promptly, under oath, admitted to the prosecutor 
that he was an “‘expert.”’ 

The fire concerned had been in a small one-and-two 
story building that had the appearance of a converted 
barn with a hay loft. It was generally referred to as a 
garage. While our “expert” had not been at the fire, 
and was working from a newspaper picture, he promptly 
stated that “there was no ventilation.” The prosecutor 
then asked — “If I were to inform you that there was a 
window out on the west side, a window out on the 
north end, other windows out, a hole burned through 
the roof, holes burned through under the eaves, a 
window out on the south end of the loft, a three-by 
four-foot door open in the south end of the loft, and a 
pair of double garage-type doors open in the south end 
of the first floor, would you still say there was no 
ventilation?” Believe it or not, the “expert’’ answered 
“Yes”! 

Then the questions turned to fog nozzles, and the 
“expert” was soon hopelessly confused in the matter of 
friction losses, delivery, and pressures. He finally had 
to admit that in over 40 years in the fire service, he had 
never used a fog nozzle, that he had never seen any tests 
made on fog nozzles, nor had he ever read the results of any 
tests made elsewhere in the country. Upon further ques- 
tioning, he stated that his department ‘“‘had a few” fog 
nozzles, but he never bothered with them because he 
“had no confidence in ’em’’! After being asked ‘‘What 
happened to heat at a fire,” he replied that “It went up 
to the point of most resistance then went somewhere 
else’! 
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I'll let you decide what his testimony was worth. 
When he left the stand he appeared blissfully unaware 
of the facet that he had been thoroughly ‘‘de-experted’”’ 
by a smart attorney who had never been a fireman in 
his life. That brings up another important matter. 

It will be more than likely that your attorney will 
know nothing about the fire service other than what 
you tell him. See that he is properly and accurately 
coached along every line likely to be brought up in the 
questioning. As a precaution let us suggest that you 
get help on this job by someone who may be more 
familiar with the technical phases of modern fireman- 
ship than you may be. In this case, the prosecuting 
attorney was coached by a smart chief, whereas the 
attorney for the defense was evidently poorly coached. 
As the hearing progressed toward the end, the defense 
attorney’s sense of frustration was increasingly evident. 

We would be remiss if we did not also inelude the 
saga of the “Visiting Fireman.”’ The defense put a 
witness on the stand who testified that he was an ex- 
volunteer from a near-by village but he had lived in the 
city for the past eight years. He knew all the answers 
and was having a small-size field day for himself. His 
sense of importance was quite obvious. Along the 
way he was asked what was meant by reference to a 
“nozzle cracked open.”’ He unhesitatingly replied that 
“there was no such thing — you either opened it or 
you shut it.”’” And that was the beginning of the end 
of his usefulness. He admitted he chased the fire in his 
truck, helped drag and connect hose, was up on the 
roof and all over the place — but, he had never reported 
his presence to any officer nor asked if they wanted his 
help! In our opinion, he was just plain lucky that his 
witness stand appearance was in connection with a 
comparatively trivial matter about which he knew 
nothing of consequence, instead of as a principal in 
some sort of damage suit or accident claim. 

Now, if the idea hasn’t already gotten through to 
you, the point is that the prosecuting attorney, properly 
coached, took practically every one of dozens of defense 
witnesses and made them better than fair witnesses for 
the prosccution! He used practically every one of them 
to prove the allegations set forth in the complaint. 

The salient facts in this record might be briefly 
summed up as follows: 


























Whenever possible, avoid such experiences. 







If you are called as a witness, no matter how much you know 
or think you know, stick to “Yes’’ or ‘‘No’”’ and let the at- 
torney fish. The lawyers know what they want brought out 
and it isn’t always what you think. You can out-talk your 
usefulness. 















If you need witnesses, hand-pick them for intelligence, person- 
ality and background knowledge, and not simply because they 
may be personal friends. 

4. If you require an “expert,’’ be darned sure he is one — and 

don’t forget that forty years’ service as a fire department 

member does not necessarily make an expert. Sometimes it 
does not even assure that he is a good fireman. As a matter 
of fact, he could well be twenty-five years behind the parade. 














5. See that your attorney is properly and thoroughly coached in 
firemanship as it may apply to your case. 


6. Get the idea completely out of your head that you, under 
oath, are going to out-smart an attorney. 


Take vourself and the action seriously.. You can be very sure 
everyone else will. 

8. Don’t mix in where you have no business, except for good 

reason, and then only with extreme caution. 

9. Never overlook the value of training, nor pass up the oppor- 
tunity for a bit of ‘‘book-larnin.’”’ The more you know about 
your job, and especially the technical and up-to-date features 
of good firemanship, the less likely you are to encounter em- 
barrassment, disillusion, and downright confusion should you 
ever become a voluntary or, what is more likely, an involun- 
tary occupant of the witness stand. 


rr 


Naperville’s Public Relations 


HE July, 1956, issue of FrrReMEN magazine de- 

scribed the well-planned public relations program 
of the Naperville, Illinois, Fire Department. The fire 
department for a number of years has made good use 
of a thorough program designed to keep the local public 
and national fire journals informed of the department’s 
progress and achievements. 

Lt. Paul H. Boecker, in charge of fire prevention and 
public relations, recently pointed out the value of 
“making honorary members” as part of a fire depart- 
ment public relations program. During the past year, 
two prominent Naperville citizens were given these 
awards and community response was most satisfactory. 
Each had been instrumental in helping the fire de- 
partment establish a baby-sitter training program for 
high school students and develop a comprehensive fire 
prevention program for the younger children. 


(Right) Shown with 
Sister Philomena as she 
accepts her award are 
(left to right) Fire- 
Policeman William 
Quigley, Lt. Paul 
Boecker, Sister Philo- 
mena, Fireman Robert 
Klingbeil and in cab, 
Engineer John Shimp 
and Fireman Paul 
Riedy. 





(Right) Presenting 
award to Ralph Beebe 
(center) are Lt. Boecker 
and Fireman Klingbeil. 
(Photos by Ripsky.) 
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Model Steamer at Robinson Lake 
ETIRED Chief Charles H. Weiler, who operated 
the Robinson Lake Fire Department in Kenton, 

Michigan, has sent this photo of a model Amoskeag 
steamer which he made to scale in ‘80 hours of detail 
work. The chief whittled all wooden parts of the work- 
ing model which he states, can pump a gallon of water 
per minute and can build up pressure to 100 pounds. 
The carved driver represents one Paddy Fitzgerald, a 
fire fighter who served in the 1900’s. There is also a 
figure of an engineer representing Chavez O’Brien who 
also served in the early days. Chief Weiler uses this 
model for fire prevention instruction for the youngsters. 
Back in February, 1949, FrREMEN magazine described 
his one-man fire department operating in the upper 
peninsula of Michigan. He was also a warden in the 
Ottawa National Forest and served as a fire prevention 
patrol in four townships. 

Despite the fact that he ‘did not have a fire in 
twenty years” Chief Weiler has been dedicated to the 
principles of fire prevention and fire safety. He re- 
ceived splendid cooperation from persons who owned 


and used property at Robinson Lake and he has long 
advocated adoption and use of NFPA codes. 


Sprinklered Buildings 
(Continued from page 12) 

ply. For this purpose, one or more fire department connections 
shall be provided in all cases except where permission of the 
authority having jurisdiction is obtained for their omission.” 

In some cases, provisions of Paragraph 380 have been 
misinterpreted by sprinkler installers to mean that the 
insurance inspection organization could waive require- 
ments for fire department connections even though 
these are specifically recommended by the local fire de- 
partment that provides fire protection in the community. 
The cost of these connections is relatively small and 
in many cases where chief reliance for sprinklers is going 
to be placed upon public water mains where the pres- 
sure may be reduced by fire flow demands, the fire de- 
partment connection should be a “must.” The con- 
nection is also highly desirable where sprinklers are 
primarily supplied by private water supplies which 
may not be adequate for fires of more than incipient 
size. Many private water supplies cannot take care of 
10 or 12 sprinkler heads plus 3 or ‘ hose streams used 
simultaneously. In some cases, “reverse hydrants” 
are provided so that pumpers can pump directly into 
the private water mains which in turn feed the sprin- 
klers and private hose streams. NFPA pamphlet No. 
25 “Fire Department Hose Connections for Sprinkler 
and Standpipe Systems” gives details on standard fire 
department connections. 


Me 
OAL HOSE tn Tea 


WASHERS «© DRYERS +© TURN- TABLES e@ 


ROTO-JET HOSE WASHER 
AUTOMATICALLY 
WASHES—RINSES—DRAINS HOSE 


ROTO-JET Washes, Rinses, Drains hose 
thoroughly and quickly. Hose is self- 
propelled. Simple one-man operation. 
With or without detergents, ashes, glass 
and sludge are automatically scrubbed out 
and flushed away. Lengthens hose life. 
Foot-Pedal Operation. 


The fast, modern way to 
handle, store and load hose. 


(Ts ie a 


Tt ALLE a 


STORAGE 


PORTO-RAK 
MOBILE 
HOSE STORAGE 


AND economical 


LOADING UNIT 


oe 


FIRE HOSE DRYER 


The patented, electrically operated Circul- 
Air hose dryer circulates pre-warmed 
fresh air through loosely coiled hose at 
the rate of 5 to 6 air changes per minute. 
No other drying method is so fast — so 
so easy to use. The pre- 
ferred dryer in over 5,000 leading Fire 
Departments. 


Saves valuable space. Holds 1,800 ft. 


of 2'2"’ hose 


when not in use. 
ing fiber-wheeled casters. 


WRITE FOR NEW LITERATURE 


If you are planning to build or remodel, 
send for our brochure “Fire Station Design.” 
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proportionately more of 
12’’—in an 8 ft. space (when loading 
table is detached). 
the truck for reloading—out of the way 
Equipped with lock- 


ACCEPTED - APPROVED 
RECOMMENDED 


Approved by Underwriters’ Laboratories 

. and Canadian Standards Association. 
Recommended by all leading fire hose 
manufacturers. 


Roll it right up to 


575 EAST MILWAUKEE 


i Xd CORPORATION 
= DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN 
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CQUALLY ESSENTIAL 


for RELIABLE PROTECTION 
against FIRE, BURGLARY and OTHER HAZARDS 


AUTOMATIC ALARM 
SYSTEMS 
scientifically engineered, 
skillfully manufactured 
and 
expertly 
installed 


5 


| 


Regular 
inspections, 
tests and 


- complete maintenance 


by specially 
trained 
technicians 


...and you get ALL with ADT 


When you install a protective system, it must be kept in perfect 
operating condition at all times. Even though your fire or burglar 
alarm equipment is well designed, carefully manufactured and 
properly installed, it can be no better than the attention and care 
it receives. 

Every ADT Protection System receives regular, specialized 
attention to assure that it is constantly in readiness to operate in 
emergency. The value of such maintenance measures is evident in 
the enviable record of service supplied year after year to over 
65,000 commercial and industrial establishments and other prop- 
erties in approximately 2,000 municipalities from coast to coast, 
and to highly important security systems used by more than 30 
Government agencies in upward of 300 locations. 

Only ADT has the extensive facilities, trained personnel and 
years of experience to give your property, profits and employees’ 
jobs the security they deserve. 


The following ADT Automatic Protection 
Services can be combined to give you bet- 
ter protection at lower cost. 

SPRINKLER SUPERVISORY AND WATER- 
FLOW ALARM SERVICE — for sprinklered 
properties. 

AUTOMATIC FIRE DETECTION AND 
ALARM SERVICE—for unsprinklered 
properties. 

PREMISES BURGLAR ALARM —for doors, 


windows, walls, ceilings and other points 
of entry. 


TELAPPROACH — for safes. 
PHONETALARM — for vaults. 


HEATING AND INDUSTRIAL PROCESS 
SUPERVISION. 


AN ADT SPECIALIST WILL EXPLAIN HOW THESE SERVICES CAN BE APPLIED TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY MORE EFFECTIVELY. CALL OUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE 


OR WRITE TO OUR EXECUTIVE OFFICE. 


Controlled Companies of 


AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
A NATIONWIDE ORGANIZATION 
Executive Office: 155 Sixth Avenue, New York 13, N. Y. 
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FROM 
ALL OVER 
THE GLOBE 


FIRE FIGHTERS 





6) For Dependability 


For Flexible 


Performance 


Because of their practical experience 
with HALE Fire Pumps and pum 
ing units, Fire Fighters, the world 
over, know that it pays to Specify 
HALE for new apparatus. 


Kept modern by constant labora- 
tory and field research, HALE 
pumps are noted for simplicity, 
efficiency and quality. They are 
sold only through manufacturers of 
Quality Apparatus. They are built 
in all standard capacities. 


WRITE TODAY to Dept. F for our 
latest literature and other valuable in- 
formation. No Obligation. 


Please send me Bulletin No. 365 on 
the new “Hi-Stage” Models 
Bulletin No. 367 on the new “Q" two- 
stage centrifugals. 


FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


DEPT. F, CONSHOHOCKEN, PENNA. 
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What to Do about ... Acids 


(THESE suggestions on handling 

various incidents involving acids 
are excerpted from the NFPA book 
Fire Protection for Chemicals. The 


Emergency Action — Acids 


1. SPILis 
(a) Ventilate the area quickly. 


152-page book was written by 
Deputy Chief Charles W. Bahme 
of Los Angeles and is available from 
NEPA at $3.00 per copy. 





(b) Use gas masks wherever toxic fumes such as nitric oxides are observed. 
Firemen have died as a result of breathing these orange-brown fumes for only a 
few minutes. 

(c) Use a neutralizing-absorbent mixture wherever obtainable; — e.g., sodium 
carbonate (soda ash) and diatomaceous earth; (required to be provided near point 
of storage in airtight, labeled containers, in Los Angeles.) Small spills can be readily 
soaked up. If sawdust has already been used prior to arrival, mix in some soda ash 
or bicarbonate of soda to neutralize the acid and then scoop up the absorbed liquid 
and place it in a metal covered container pending final disposal; if sawdust is not 
neutralized, soak with water, and warn occupants against burning it in an incinerator. 

(d) Flush spills with large volumes of water if out of doors or in areas where 
water will not cause additional damage. Flooding is not recommended for acid 
spills in chemical storerooms. A small amount of water may cause heating and 
violent spattering of water-reactive chemicals which may be present, such as 
calcium oxide or sodium hydroxide. The heat generated when a small amount of 
water is thrown into a tank of sulfuric acid may form steam and cause violent 
eruption. 

(e) Throw on dirt, sand, tale, etc., where no neutralizer or water is available. 

(f) Protect skin from burns — if sulfuric acid gets on hands, wipe as much as 
possible off on a rag; next clench fists (to keep out moist air) and go to a bucket of 
water or hydrant and rinse. 

(g) Protect clothing — rubber boots are suitable for most mineral acids. 


If Carsoy Is BROKEN 
(a) Neutralize, flush or absorb as indicated above. 
(b) Move other carboys from the spill area, using care to avoid breakage. 


ConTAINERS ExposEp To HEat 
(a) If drums and carboys are exposed by radiated heat from fire, keep them 
cool with water spray to prevent their bursting. 


4. Actp Prees 

In plants where acid is piped within the building in lead tubes (usually sus- 
pended from ceiling or fastened to overhead supports), be careful to avoid any 
dripping acid. Heat-actuated shut-off valves on such lines help to reduce this 
danger. 


5. Open VatTs 

Where open vats are present in buildings involved in fire — 

(a) Avoid falling in — (should be covered at end of working day). 

(b) Avoid throwing direct streams into tanks which may cause violent reaction 
or spattering. (Cases have been reported of empty drums which formerly contained 
oleum, for example, blowing up when hose streams were turned into them.) 

6. Gravity TANKS 

Where acid gravity tanks are on top of or inside of a building involved in fire, 
unprotected metal supports should be kept cool to prevent their collapse; keep out 
from under them. 


New UL of Canada Listing 


NDERWRITERS’ Laboratories 
of Canada is distributing its 
September 1958 list of inspected ap- 
pliances, equipment, and materials. 
This supersedes the September 1956 
edition and all supplements. 
The new book, consisting of 230 
pages, has 725 listings of products 


examined and tested as to life, fire, 
and casualty hazards. 

Copies are free and will be dis- 
tributed to all those on the current 
mailing list of the Laboratories. Re- 
quests should be addressed to the 
Head Office, 7 Crouse Road, Sear- 
borough, Ontario. 
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NCE in a while fire departments 

have to use extension ladders in 
high ceilinged buildings such as 
churches, super markets, exhibit 
halls, and auditoriums. A typical 
incident calling for such work might 
be a fused sprinkler head, a small 
fire caused by a short circuit or 
possibly even an injured workman 
who needs first aid and rescue. One 
method of handling such incidents 
is the auditorium raise illustrated at 
upper right. This is merely a re- 
finement of the standard six-man 
evolution of raising pole ladders 
(shown below) illustrated in the 
NFPA publication, ““Handling Hose 
and Ladders.” 

For the auditorium raise it is not 
necessary for the men on the guy 
lines to pull but it is recommended 
that each man loop the rope around 
his waist to make his grip more se- 
cure. When the ladder is raised he 
should watch the top so that the 
ladder will be maintained in the 
proper vertical balance with the 
minimum of sway in any direction. 


(Right) Beam men lift, turn and 
start walking towards ladder 
end on ground as pole men 
also help to raise the ladder. 


Auditorium raise with eight-man crew. 


Four men are on the guy lines; two men hold the poles 


quartered with the ladder and two heel men each keep one foot on the bottom rung. The hal- 
yard is tied in. This evolution is strictly for emergency operations and should not be used for 


stunting or showmanship. 


In preparing for the auditorium rcise the fly 
ladder is extended one rung. Loops from 
the exact center of two 100-ft. ropes are 
placed over the beam behind top rung and 
looped over beam end as shown so that it 
cannot be pushed off the end. The ladder is 
then raised to the vertical position (see below) 
by the standard method and men hold the 
guy ropes. The fly ladder is raised to the 
desired height and the halyard is tied. 


(Left) A standard method of 
raising the pole ladder shows 
six men — two on the poles, 
two beam men with hands on 
rung — palms to rear, and two 
heel men. 


Position of heel and pole men after the audi- 
torium raise is completed. 


Beam and heel men hold ladder vertically as 
pole men move to proper position. The ladder 
can be pivoted by an outside pole man tilting 
the ladder on an inside heel. For the audi- 
torium raise the two beam men and two other 
men can move to the guy ropes. 
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WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSE? 


T IS the obligation of every fire department, paid 

or volunteer, to see that the first alarm response to 
every fire is adequate in the number of men and equip- 
ment dispatched, taking into account the type of dis- 
trict from which the alarm is received and the nature 
of the call. Any alarm of fire is an emergency at which 
both lives and property may be at stake. The fire de- 
partment is organized and pledged to save lives and 
property. When an alarm is received there is no justifi- 
cation for procrastination or a limited ineffectual 
response. 

Standards for what constitutes reasonable and effee- 
tive initial response to alarms have been in effect for 
more than half a century and have been revised from 
time to time as the fire protection art has developed. 
In general, not less than two properly manned engine 
companies together with a ladder truck or at least suit- 
able ladder equipment are the minimum response in 
residential areas. In congested residential districts and 
in mereantile and manufacturing areas much greater 
first alarm response may be needed, particularly in the 
larger cities. 

Except for known small fires outside of buildings, it 
is never safe to send a single piece of apparatus as the 
sole first alarm response. There is not only the danger 


MAIER-LAVATY 


UNIFORMS ARE 


GUARANTEED 


GUARANTEED TO FIT! a 
GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY! be ~~ 
GUARANTEED DELIVERY! A ! \ 


ss 


ai 


Maier-Lavaty uniforms are 
guaranteed hand cut to fit, 
guaranteed custom tailored 
for quality and guaranteed delivery. 
No matter where you purchase them. 


This guarantee is backed by 40 
years’ serving continuously some of the 
most particular and large uniform 
operations in the United States... 
by financial responsibility equalled 
by few other uniform 
manufacturers ... by a unique labor 
relationship never interrupted by 
dispute. It is easy to find out about us. 
Now let us show you a 
Maier-Lavaty uniform. 


Maier-Lavaty serves the uniform requirements of 
Military, Federal, State and Municipal Fire De- 
partments from coast to coast. Measuring service 
available throughout the country. 


Write for complete information. 


315 S. Peoria St., Dept. 119-B, Chicago 7, Illinois 
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of accident in traffie or failure of automotive equip- 
ment, but if there is a working fire there are too many 
things to be done at once by a single fire company. 

When we speak of proper manning of fire companies 
we are thinking of at least five men on duty with a 
pumper company, six men with a ladder company and 
eight men with a pumper-ladder company. In high 
value districts more men are needed. In volunteer com- 
panies, four volunteers or part-paid men are considered 
the equivalent of one man on duty. If the pumper 
has a paid driver on duty, at least sixteen volunteers 
will be needed so as to have sufficient men always 
available. These men should respond promptly when 
the apparatus rolls. The practice followed in some 
places of sending only the paid drivers on the initial 
call and of sounding a call for the volunteers only for 
serious fires does not constitute good protection. 

As mentioned previously in FIREMEN magazine, at 
least twelve men responding with two pumpers plus a 
ladder or squad truck, under the command of a chief 
officer, are about the minimum that can be considered 
us reasonable first alarm response in residential areas 
of light hazard and this does not represent full com- 
pany manning. 

In districts of ordinary hazard the first alarm response 
would be two or three pumpers with five men each and 
at least one ladder truck with six men plus the chief and 
his aide. In districts with multi-family residences in- 
cluding rooming houses, apartments and tenements of 
three or more stories in height, it is a good practice to 
assign a second ladder company because of the life 
hazard. Such a response might consist of fifteen or 
more men assigned to pumper companies, twelve or more 
men assigned to ladder companies, plus a chief and his 
driver, or a total of twenty-nine fire fighters. If we as- 
sume that one of the engines and one of the ladder com- 
panies are designated for high value manning and 
‘arry seven men each, we would have a proper response 
of thirty-two men in this instance. In high value busi- 
ness districts first alarm response may be eight or more 
pieces of apparatus, officers’ cars and forty or more men. 

We suggest that each fire department check its assign- 
ments for first alarms and see that sufficient men and 
equipment are assigned in each area or district to pro- 
vide a good initial response to each alarm. If in doubt 
as to the adequacy of the response now being given. the 
local insurance inspection department should be con- 
sulted for advice. 


EE EE 


School for Fire Officers 
COMMAND school for senior fire officers will be 
held in Yakima, Washington, May 26th through 

29th. Yakima Fire Chief W. K. Moore announced 
that the four-day conference will cover administration, 
training, fire prevention and fire suppression. 

The school will be sponsored by the Yakima Fire 
Department and by the Washington State Board for 
Vocational Education which has the responsibility for 
firemen training throughout the state. 
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Watch that Fire Hose! 


URSTING fire hose caused the 

death of a man in Pennsylvania 
recently. After a building fire had 
heen extinguished, the local fire de- 
partment was taking water out of 
the basement of the building by 
pumping through 100 ft. of 29-in. 
line (two lengths) into a_ siphon 
from which two 2!,-in. lines carried 
water from the building. To ac- 
complish this, a 1,000 gpm pumper 
supplied by a hydrant was operated 
initially at 180 pounds pressure. A 
report from the fire chief states that 
pressure on the pumper was in- 
creased to about 210 pounds. A 
little while later, the 50-ft. length of 
hose leading into the siphon burst, 
striking a local contractor on the 
chest and knocking him to the 
pavement. The man’s skull was 
fractured and he died a short time 
later. 

There are several lessons to be 
learned from this unfortunate inci- 
dent. First, it should be appre- 
ciated that the general public is un- 
aware of the pressure carried in fire 
hose in normal operation. Many 
citizens do not realize how violently 
a hose can move when it bursts or 
when couplings separate. For this 
reason, fire fighters have to be 
watchful and warn people of this 
danger during any fire department 
pumping operations whether or not 
fire lines are established. 

It is equally important that pump 
operators understand the funda- 
mentals of supplying hose lines with 
the proper pressure. In supplying a 
siphon, there is always a possibility 
that the siphon can be blocked by 
dirt or other obstruction creating a 
dangerous back pressure particularly 
if the hose is not in the best con- 
dition. 

A third item to remember is that 
fire hose must be examined carefully 
after every use and tested at least 
annually. Any sign of weakness or 
deterioration should be sufficient to 
warrant taking the hose out of serv- 
ice and replacing it with properly 
tested hose. A number of good 
recommendations an this subject are 
contained in NFPA Standard No. 
198 — “Care of Fire Hose,” avail- 
able at 50 cents per copy. 


Heard over fire department radio: 
“Arson Squad called to Gate of Heaven 
(School).”’ 


VAC 


CONTROLLED VENTILATION UNITS 


NOT JUST A FAN... bur a powerful 


vacuum-action air screw... Super Vac is amazingly 
simple in operation, made possible by the efficient 
design of the powerful propeller that is the 

heart of the unit. This patented propeller produces 
100% pulling or blowing power over its entire surface. 


Proved method of saving lives while also 
reducing smoke damage 


Fire departments nation-wide attest to the speed with which Super Vac 
provides controlled ventilation ...so necessary in modern fire fighting. This 
multi-purpose unit primarily (1) gets rid of smoke and fumes through its 
powerful vacuum action...or, (2) furnishes a tremendous blast of fresh air 
into the smoke-congested area, reducing the dangers of combustion and asphyx- 
iation. Although one unit is often sufficient, complete controlled ventilation 
can be more speedily accomplished by using two or more units... one or more 
units pulling out the smoke and fumes while the remaining units blow in a 
steady supply of fresh air. 


* Highly portable... operates in any position 
* Design permits vertical stacking 
* Made in 16” and 24” sizes 
* AC or DC, regular or explosion-proof motors 
* Choice of red or white baked enamel finish 
* Running board mounts available 


For complete details 
and specifications on 


. +. Contect your 
fire equipment dealer 


SUPER VACUUM MANUFACTURING Cco., Ine 


-+.0f write menufocturer 31914 East Seventeenth Ave., Denver 3, Colorado 
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THE FACE IS FAMILIAR? 


Former newspaper reporter Dick Landis, now an inspector of the Bureau of Fire Prevention, Yakima, Washington, 


has this “*pet peeve.” 


He brings out a very important aspect of fire department public relations, 


that is, the necessity of keeping up-to-date photographs of chief officers and personnel. 


I IT the retention of our great 

tradition, vanity, or just an over- 
sight that we have so few good, 
recent pictures of our personnel? 
Look through any fire journal, or 
even worse, the pictures of the board 


of directors of our various and sun- 
dry fire associations and you will 
find few recently posed pictures. 
Most have been taken long ago (I 
swear that some are Daguerreo- 
types). The ageless Sphinx has 


DARLEY MAKES BOTH 
FIRE PUMPS and FIRE APPARATUS! 


YOU GET TOP VALUE PLUS 
EXCLUSIVE DARLEY CHAMPION FEATURES 


When you are in the market for Fire Apparatus, check and compare all 


specifications and prices carefully. 


You'll see that Darley Pumps have more advanced engineering features 
yet you pay less for Darley fire apparatus. 


For example, no other pump has a cleanout plate so that you can conveniently 
remove any obstruction without dismantling the pump. If a stone is lodged in 
the suction or discharge side of the impeller, it is a simple matter to drop the 
cleanout plate and reach the cause of the trouble. 


An important feature for trouble-free pump performance and low cost 
maintenance with minimum time out of service. 


Darley engineering brings you the best in design, workmanship, materials — 
that’s why CHAMPIONS will outlast and maintain high efficiency longer than 


other pumps. 


A few Territories open 
for Sales Representa- 
tives. Write us. 


And only DARLEY gives you a LIFE-TIME pump guarantee. 


Write for Apparatus Booklet 
and Fire Equipment Catalog 


Factories — Chicago and Chippewa Falls, Wis. 


W. S. DARLEY & Co., Chicago 12 


50 Years of Friendly Service 
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nothing on some of the leaders of 
our field, men of prominence and 
experience, who year after year sub- 
mit the same photograph to publi- 
cations. How often we note that 
a picture accompanying the story 
of a fireman killed or injured has had 
to be lifted from a group shot or 
simply is not available. 

We talk a good deal about public 
relations and the fire service is 
making good strides in this field. 
I feel it is a disservice, however, to 
the fire service and to the news 
media not to have current informa- 
tion and photographs ready for use. 

Most newspapers have a_ form 
which is given to community leaders 
asking detailed facts about the in- 
dividual. Many people think such 
information will be used only in the 
obituary column. Their fears are 
confirmed when they are told that 
the information is for the news- 
paper’s “morgue.”’” What they may 
not know is that this morgue is a 
repository of information past and 
present from which reporters, re- 
searchers and editors can get facts 
to make a good news story. It is 
also a photograph file. 

Pictures of an entire department 
need not be costly. I venture to say 
that every fire department, re 
gardless of size, has a member or a 
friend available to take photographs. 
A simple two- or three-light setup 
for portraiture is easy and inexpen- 
sive. Single source flash pictures, 
while second best, are better than 
none at all. Stay away from soft 
focus lenses and gimmicks designed 
to conceal our natural defects. The 
photographs should be sharp, have 
sparkle and good contrast, that is, 
a full range of tones from white to 
black. Avoid any but a plain back- 
ground, preferably a medium light 
one. Do not use very light or very 
dark backgrounds since they will 
detract from picture appeal. 

Dress the individual as the publie 
is used to seeing him. If, for im 
stance, the Chief customarily does 
not wear a uniform don’t “suit him 
up” in brass buttons and black. The 
matter of the uniform cap is op 
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tional, but the best picture of a 
firemal is the one with the cap and 
uniform. You get good results with 
a head shot or a head and shoulders 
photo Full length pictures are 
valueless to anyone except the 
peopl who sell uniforms. 

With the photograph include the 
information the news media will 











of 







nd want, such as the full name, ad- 
ib-@ dress, date and place of birth, edu- 
i. @ cation, date of employment and pro- 





motion, fraternal and social affili- 
ations, church preference, organiza- 
tional memberships, special degrees 
or honors, the wife’s name (no age) 
and children’s names and ages. 

Be sure to list any special ac- 
complishments, inventions or im- 


nat 
ry 
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or 
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Is . . . . 
jd. § provements which the individual has 
to sponsored or developed. Take the 





information and the picture to the 
newspaper, radio or television sta- 
tion. In the case of large fire de- 


CWS 
ma- 







Se, 
rm partments, the paper will have only 
jers§ room enough to file information on 





chief officers, commissioners and like 
notables. Make your own file on 
other grades, because the demand 
for their pictures will be less. 

Guard negatives carefully and be 
prepared to make an increasing 
number of prints. One way for 
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sal this program to pay its own way 
and § is for the people to buy prints for 
re- | their own use. Don’t suggest it if 
‘acts | you take the pictures, but have a 





nominal fee schedule ready. 
Retake pictures at intervals of 
three to five years. Why kid our- 
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a 95 add 60c 
have $5 eieing 
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ite to Quantity prices on request. 
back- (In Canada, double shipping charge) 
light Let Sparky help you sell fire safety 
very te youngsters — and their folks! 
will ||) Rvssed 22-inch quality doll with 
removable white shirt, tie, blue 
denims, red hat, boots. 
public Write for illustrated list 
OF ur of other Sparky products 
does 
thin}! ROBERTS CO. 
. The} Box 86D Wayland, Mass. 
is Op 








that, in all fire stations across the 
country, lights will go on and 
shutters will snap. It will help 
salve my disappointment on meeting 
the well-known Chief Blank and 
finding that he has somehow aged 
thirty years since photographs and 
advance publicity of his visit ar- 
rived last week. 


RE 


Correspondence Wanted 

Des O’Brien, Brigade Instructor, Oha- 
kune Volunteer Fire Brigade, Avre Street, 
Ohakune N. I., New Zealand, would like 
to correspond with readers of FrREMEN 
magazine and “swap notes” on fires and 
He is particularly inter- 
ested in hearing from members of the fire 
service in North America. 


fire protection. 


y 


NCU BUCS CmCr IT 


Training Dates 
NNOUNCEMENT has been 
made of the training schedule 
for fire fighters in Tennessee who 
want to get instruction at the State 
Training Ceiter in Murfreesboro. 

Scheduled for this year are: 
Inspection Practices 

April 15-17. 


Fire Hazards 


State Codes . . 


- Liquid Metals and New 
Chemicals . . . May 20-22. 


16th Annual State Fire School . . . August 


17-21. 


write to 
Instructor-Co- 
Service Training, 


information 
Elkins, 


Fire 


For more 
Homer 38. 
ordinator, 


215 Chestnut Street, Chattanooga 
5, Tennessee. 





70 
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reduction of internal diam- 
eter. Pressure is assured. 
STREAMLINED—round- 
edged design, no projection. 
INTERNAL EXPANSION 
— prevents shrinkage of the 
hose at the coupling. 
ACCURATELY MACHINED 
—always the same... . 
interchangeable. 
REMOUNTABLE—can be 
removed and re-attached 
with a key any number of 
times without cost. 
WEIGHT—no heavier than 
comparable expansion type 
coupling. 


Patented 


@ Available in polished 
bronze in both standard 
rocker and forestry lug. 
114" in production. 
~) Larger sizes 
’ will be 
available. 








FULL FLOW—no significant 





Successfully Tested To Bursting 
Point Of Double Jacket, Single 
Jacket And Sweat Hose 


Recognizing the trend toward 
higher and higher pressures in fire 
fighting, Bar-Way has developed a 
revolutionary coupling that will 
withstand the pressure and the 
pull. This new coupling is designed 
to fire fighting specifications. It 
guarantees full flow, full pressure, 
it is streamlined to slip over ob- 
structions, and it can be inter- 
changed anywhere at any time 
without damage to either the tube 
or fabric. Specify Bar-Way! Write 
Bar-Way Mfg.Co.,Stamford,Conn. 


BAR-WAY we. sum om 
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ANNOUNCING THE ALL NEW 


Poction 


The fire department that is 
equipped with a PLECTRON 
Radio Tone Alerting System will 
gain those precious minutes 
that are priceless when 


responding to an alarm. 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 
PLEASE WRITE TO: 


RSH 


OVERTON, NEBRASKA 


LEATHER, 
ALUMINUM 
AND 
PLASTIC 


















CAIRNS & BRO., INC. 


CAIRNS 
FIRE HELMETS 





THE FIREMAN’S STANDARD OF SAFETY 


SINCE 1836 


“THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE 
FOR EXPERIENCE” 


Write for Catalog 350 


TONE 
ALERTING 
RECEIVER 









BO tee lied 


Never before has a radio receiver been avail- 
able for tone alerting that offers so much at 
a price so low. Available for any $87 50 
radio frequency in the 25-54 and ? 


152-174 megacycle bands. Quantity Discounts 


Use your present 2-way base transmitter to 
send emergency voice radio messages direct to 
your firemen. Up to 12 miles range without 
outdoor antenna. 


REGULATION 
AND 
DROP BRIM 
MODELS 
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Allwood, Clifton, N. J. 


... and the Zone 
Number, Please! 


OE in a while in this colump 
we 


have asked fire chiefs who 
have NFPA membership to get sub- 
scriptions to FIREMEN for the officers 
and men in their departments, 
Through the years, many chiefs 
have followed this suggestion, and 
it is not unusual for some fire de 
partments to order 50, 75 or more 
than 100 subscriptions to the maga- 
zine when starting or renewing the 
chief’s or department’s membership 
in NFPA. This can be done through 
the fire department or fire company 
bulletin. 

For example, here is how Local 
36, IAFF, District of Columbia 
made announcement in a_ recent 
issue of The Fire Fighter, which is 
distributed to all members of the 
local: 

“We have just been advised by the Na- 
tional Fire Protection Association that 
it is now accepting renewals and new sub- 
scriptions to its official magazine, ‘Fire 
men.’ 

“We are calling upon Association mem- 
bers now subscribing and who would like 
to continue receiving the magazine to for- 
ward to the Secretary, J. E. Zeis, at Engine 
Co. 6, the subscription price of $2.00 te 
gether with their name and proper mailing 
address. Those members of the Associa- 
tion who would like to enter a new sub 
scription to the ‘Firemen’ magazine are 
likewise asked to forward the amount of 
$2.00 with their name and address to the 
Secretary at Engine Co. 6.” 


And by the way, since FIREMEN 
magazine can be mailed directly to 


SPARKY TIE CLIP 


A REAL EYE-CATCHER! 


1 inch high SPARKY gleams in red, 
blue and black enamel on bright 
chromed metal with spring clip. 


$ 00 plus 10 cents 
° for shipping 
Free list of other SPARKY products 
— Write today to — 


ROBERTS CO. 


Box 86D Wayland, Mass. 





the 
like 
of e 
subi 


NF 
chie’ 
cent 
mon 
celv 


Co 
Deps 
Ill 
Distr 
M: 
Risin 
M: 
parth 
Ne 
Depa 
Volu 
Wate 
ton; 
Rens: 
Rivet 
Com} 
Engit 
Heigl 
Yulai 
Oh 
ment, 
Chen 
Town 
Port . 
Port 
Depa 
Qu 
Murd 
Te 
ment, 
Vir 


Dunb 


mn 
vho 
ub- 
‘eTs 
its. 
iefs 
und 
de. 
ore 
ga 
the 
ship 
ugh 
any 


ocal 
ibia 
-ent 
h is 


the 


 Na- 
that 
sub- 
Fire- 


nem- 
1 like 
> for- 
ngine 
10) to 
ailing 
Ssocia- 
- sub- 
e are 
int of 
‘oO the 


SMEN 
ly to 


the homes of subscribers, we would 
like to have the postal zone number 
of each subscriber when the list is 


submitted. 


New Members 


NFPA Welcomes the following 
chiefs and fire departments who re- 
cently joined the Association. This 
month 29,378 subscribers are re- 
ceiving FIREMEN. 


Colorado: Deer Trail Volunteer Fire 
Department, Deer Trail. 

Illinois: North Palos Fire Protection 
District, Palos Park. 

Maryland: Community Fire Company, 
Rising Sun. 

Massachusetts: Millers Falls Fire De- 
partment, Millers Falls. 

New York: Chief Bowen, Ashville Fire 
Department, Inc., Ashville; 
Volunteer Fire Company, Hagaman; 
Water Hose Company No. 5, Inc., Kings- 
ton; DeFreestville Fire Department, Inc., 


Hagaman 


Rensselaer; Riverhead Fire Department, 
Riverhead: Wyandanch Volunteer Fire 
Company, Wyandanch; Yorktown Heights 
Company No. 1, Yorktown 
Yulan Fire Department, Ine., 


Engine 
Heights; 
Yulan. 

Ohio: Amanda Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment, Amanda; Aluminum « 
Chemical Belpre; 
Township Fire Department, Greensburg; 
Port Jefferson Community Fire Company, 
Port Jefferson; Wyoming Volunteer Fire 
Department, Wyoming. 

Quebec: Gaspe Copper Mines Limited, 
Murdochville. 

Tennessee: Kingsport Fire Depart- 
ment, Kingsport. 


Kaiser 


Corporation, Green 


Virginia: Tappahannock Volunteer Fire 


Department, Tappahannock. 
West Virginia: Chief D. C. Thumm, 
Dunbar Fire Department, Dunbar. 


Sell our delicious Pennsylvania Dutch 
Butter Mints and Peanut Crunch, 


COMBINATION SPECIAL 


5 doz. Butter Mints 
(12 oz. tins) 

5 doz. Peanut Crunch 
(1 Ib. tins) 


Total cost $80.00 
Sell for $1.00 each 


YOUR PROFIT $40.00 


We pay all freight charges. Send NO 
money with order. Remit in 30 days. 
Please mention the name of your 
organization or church, 


.... Ship us 10 doz. Special 
Check here for a free copy 
of our complete catalog. 





PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH CANDIES 
Mount Holly Springs, FI 


Pennsylvania 








This Onan 10OKW emergency electric 
plant is installed in the community 
building of Indian Hills, Ohio. It not 
only provides the police department 
with all the light and power required, 
but supplies needs of the fire depart- 
ment, too! 

When power interruption occurs, the 
Onan plant starts automatically and 
supplies current for all essential pur- 
poses .. . lights, radio communication, 
signals, heating system, and other 
motor-driven equipment. 

Dependable Onan emergency electric 
plants provide electric power for opera- 
tion of all vital municipal services. In 
time of disaster, when power inter- 
ruptions are most likely to occur, 
emergency power saves lives, protects 
property, helps to restore and maintain 
order. Available in sizes from 500 to 
200,000 watts; Diesel or gasoline- 
powered models. 


nan NEWS REPORT 


oe, y 


in) 


a <f 


Onan Standby Electric Plants 
guarantee power in emergencies 


Teletype machines in the Norwalk, Connecticut 
police department are supplied with power 
in emergencies by an automatic Onan 
Standby Plant. Norwalk’s 3,500-watt Onan 
unit also furnishes power for the oil 
burner, radio, ventilating fans and 60 
fluorescent lights. 


See your local distributor or write for folder on standby models 


aoTrt 


D. W. ONAN & SONS INC. 


2793 University Ave. S.E, Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
ELECTRIC PLANTS « AIR-COOLED ENGINES « KAB KOOLER + GENERATORS 


ELECTRIC PLANTS 
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Emergency Reporting 
(Continued from page 15) 

A public emergency reporting circuit can be leased 
or arranged for from the telephone company. <A special 
listed fire number, such as DR4-1313, is assigned to 
the circuit and the circuit can generally be answered 
at one to 13 locations, depending upon distances in- 
volved. This circuit is arranged only for incoming 
messages. Calls on these circuits, where the number 
is dialed, pass through machine switching devices at 
the unattended central office and are routed directly 
to the fire telephones. 

There is no need to describe sirens, air horns, whistles 
and bells used for outside alarm devices. These are 
good as long as the firemen can hear the alarm. We 
are, however, interested in alarm devices installed 
within the volunteer firemen’s homes. Radio units 
are available for receiving an alarm, and now the tele- 
phone companies can furnish a group alerting circuit. 
This circuit uses the facilities of the firemen’s private 
telephones with some restrictions: the phone must be 
on a single circuit or be the only fireman’s phone on a 
party circuit. A central dispatch point must also be 
provided; two can be arranged for. Whoever receives 
the alarm dials a special number. Electrical relays 
then “seize” all of the telephones on this network and 
cause a special ring on all telephones not in use at 
the time of alarm; no alarm could be sounded on a 
busy party line. The dispatcher can also talk to all 
firemen. The group alerting circuit would be supervised 
between the dispatch point and local central office. 


This system can be installed in an unattended central 
office. Another alternative is for a separate special 
circuit to connect the dispatch location with all fire. 
men’s homes. This is usually leased on a wire mileage 
basis. Steady ringing or coded bells can be installed 
in the dwellings of members. An alarm received over 
a telegraph circuit can be relayed into this special cir- 
cuit to sound coded alarms. Technological advances 
during the past ten years have resulted in the ce- 
velopment of several other local fire alarm systems. 
City and fire department officials must take all pos- 
sible steps to assure that fire alarms are received quickly 
and correctly. Accept the fact that the installation of 
an unattended central office in your community may 
present additional problems in connection with the 
receipt and transmission of alarms and do not expect 
the telephone company to administer and process these 
alarms. Develop a closer cooperation between adjoin- 
ing departments to guarantee that fire calls are routed 
to the proper department. Advertise your listed fire 
number. Finally, try to convince city officials and other 
interested citizens that a properly installed fire alarm 
system will improve protection in your community. 


NFPA Standard No. 73 
“Municipal Fire Alarm Systems” 


4% x 7% inches —48 pages 
Price: 50 cents 


Available from NFPA Publications Department 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston 10, Massachusetts 








¢ Chrome plated hand rail at tapered back 
¢ 2 full length seats, one on each side, with 
back rests * Dome light in body * 7 aluminum 
sliding windows in the 1-ton unit * 5 alumi- 
num sliding windows in the %-ton unit « Insu- 
lated top, plyboard lined + Roof ventilator 
* 19 ga. doors + 18 ga. top * 16 ga. sides 
* 14 ga. end panels + Ye” diamond plate 
floor « 5” structural steel cross members 


oF 
RYSVILLE 
mC C6778 
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Also a complete line of compact and versatile Fire, 
Fire-Crash, Rescue and Emergency Units and Special 
Built Fire Bodies. Finest materials and workmanship, 
extra-rugged construction and original modern design. 
Compartments arranged for handy sto wage of fire fight - 
ing, first aid and life saving equipment, helmets, rain 
gear, tools, tanks, portable pumps and generators, etc. 


Write for FREE Literature 















PENETRATION AND IMPACT 
demand proper clearance between head and helmet 
NOW THIS REVOLUTIONARY NEW 

MSA ADVANCE GIVES YOU A 
MPER-PROOF MARGIN OF SAFETY 









Double cradle of new M-S-A 
suspension gives firefighters: 
1. “Fixed-Crown” clearance 

2. Adjustable comfort 


















Now—from MSA—another safety/comfort first for 
firefighters. It’s the new “Fixed-Crown” suspension 
for the M-S-A Streamlined Fireman’s Helmet. 

This revolutionary new advance provides firefighters 
with a margin of head safety never before known. A 
double cradle provides a permanent crown clearance 
of at least 114” between the wearer’s head and the 
inside top of the shell. A permanently fixed upper 
cradle makes this clearance tamper-proof. 


easy to put in, take out, but prevents accidental de- 
tachment in the field. 


ELIMINATES PRESSURE POINTS—Metal attach- 
ing snaps are recessed mto polyethylene sweatband 
support. This exclusive design feature reduces layer 
thickness at points of contact. 

FAST SIZE ADJUSTMENT-—Size adjustments can 
be made in seconds with a simple collar button device. 


The new MSA suspension meets all Federal Govern- 
ment specifications when used in M-S-A Streamlined 
Fireman’s Helmets. These other advanced design fea- 
tures are also important: 


EASY TO INSERT, EASY TO REMOVE—Four 
wide snaps have positive spring steel lock-in catch. It’s 








MSA ... where safety problems become safety products through research 


Head sizes are stamped on the sweatband backing 
which can be adjusted in one-eighth units. 


Write us for descriptive new bulletin. Mine Safety 
Appliances Company, 201 North Braddock Avenue, 
Pittsburgh 8, Pennsylvania. Mine Safety Appliances 
Company of Canada, Limited, 500 MacPherson 
Avenue, Toronto 4, Ontario. 


a /ii® 
SAFETY EQUIPMENT HEADQUARTERS 
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THE 


INVINCIBLE 
NOZZLE 


Outstanding Performance 


Superior Workmanship 


Fire Chiefs from Coast to Coast say: 


“FOR THE FINEST BRASS GOODS, 
Specify McINTIRE.” 


Fig. 402 


Portable INVINCIBLE 
Ladder Pipe 


600 GPM or 1100 
GPM—Operated by 
handle from ladder 
er by control rope 
from the ground. 


Rung Pulley 
for ground Pipe 
control Clamp 
v 


Fig. 163 
Double Seat Hydrant 
Gate, either right hand 
or left hand. 2'/”’ N.S.T. 
male x female. 


Fig. 15983 


Leader Line Gated Sia- 
mese, 22"’ x 2-1'2"’ out- 
lets, full water way. 


“ORIGINATORS and SOLE MANUFACTURERS” 
of THE INVINCIBLE NOZZLE 


BE SURE YOU SPECIFY “McINTIRE”! 


PEPE OL) 


ESTABLISHED 1837 


377 Putnam Ave., Cambridge 39, Mass. 
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DON'T GIVE FIRE A PLACE TO START! 


Spring Clean-up Material 


VARIETY of colorful and useful materials for 

Spring Clean-up Week have been prepared by 
NFPA. The 11- by 17-in. poster shown above is 
typical and is available at $3.00 per hundred and $25.00 
per 1,000 copies. 

This year two special packages have been prepared 
for fire departments. Listed below they are $9.75 and 
$8.25 each and, like other Spring clean-up materials, 
are available from the NFPA, 60 Batterymarch Street, 
Boston 10, Massachusetts. 


SpeciaL CLEAN-UP PACKAGE 


A special easy-to-order, economical package of selected ma- 
terials for those who can use only limited quantities. 

Package includes: 25 clean-up posters; 25 clean-up stickers; 
50 clean-up folders; 50 coloring sheets; 50 Sparky inspection 
blanks; 50 home fire safety check lists; 25 each of the three 
Sparky comic books, (total 75); 12 school inspection check lists; 
12 industrial self-inspection forms; 12 merchants’ self-inspection 
forms; 25 ‘Buying, Building, Owning the Fire Safe Home’ 
folders; 25 “Fire — What Would You Do?” booklets; and 25 
Sparky lapel tabs. 

A $12.00 value for only $9.75. 

No changes or substitutions allowed. 













SpeciaL TV PacKaGE 


The Sparky 60-second clean-up film, the 20-second Sparky 
animated film spot, and the Sparky clean-up slide. 
The three items ordered as a unit (value $10.50)... .. $8.25 


All prices F.O.B. Boston, Orders shipped express, collect. 
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For 
your fire 
station library! 


Get $60.50 worth of books 
for only $42.50! 
(Or pick any of these books you want.) 













[ | NFPA Handbook of Fire Protection 


$10.50 Eleventh Edition (1954) 
1656 pages 



















This valuable reference 
book of fire protection 
engineering has a 
wealth of vital data 
for fire fighters and 
others specializing 
in fire prevention 
and fire protection. 
Also used as a text 
for beginners. In- 
cludes hydraulic 
data, charts, 
tables, illustra- 
tions of auto- 
matic sprin- 
klers, and 
other fire pro- 
tection devices, 
and much other mate- 
rial not elsewhere available. 
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| Fire Protection for Chemicals 


$3.00 1956 edition, 152 pages 
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Here’s something for every 

fire station library! Deputy 
Chief Charles W. Bahme of 
Los Angeles wrote this book 
vith an appreciation of fire 
fighters’ problems. Outlines 
methods for the prevention, de- 









tection, control and extinguish- 
nent of fires likely to arise where 






ever chemicals and explosives are 
wed, stored or transported. 1956. 
Cloth bound, 152 pages. 





CHECK THE BOOKS YOU 








WANT—THEN SEND THIS 


1958 National Fire Codes 
[] Complete 6-volume set — $35.00 


() Vol. [— Flammable Liquids and Gases, $7.00. 
35 standards, 896 pages. 

[} Vol. I1— Combustible Solids, Dusts, Chemicals 
and Explosives, $7.00. 35 standards, 656 pages. 

(j Vol. III— Building Construction and Equip- 
ment, $7.00. 31 standards, plus discussion of build- 
ing codes and references to model codes, 744 pages. 

[) Vol. IV— Extinguishing Equipment, $7.00. 33 
standards, 1136 pages. 

[) Vol. V— Electrical, $7.00. The National Electrical 
Code, 1956 edition, plus six other electrical standards 
and digest of electrical provisions of 69 others, 
720 pages. 

[] Vol. VI— Transportation and Misc., $7.00. 28 
standards on air, marine, bus and truck transpor- 
tation and salvage, plus a comprehensive review of 
applicable government regulations, 672 pages. 


Research on Fire 
$5.00 


1957 edition, 184 pages 









A survey that tells about the 
facilities, personnel and 
management of thirty-nine 
agencies in the USA and 
sixteen in other countries 
engaged in fire research. 
An adequate picture of 
the kinds of work going 
on is presented. Cloth 
bound, 100 illustra- 
tions, 1957. 





NFPA, 60 Batterymarch Street, Boston 10, Mass. 


— a $60.50 buy for only $42. 


[| Just send me the books checked. 





Name 


Street 


City 










County ; State 


[} Please send bill 


PAGE TO NFPA 


= [] Check enclosed 
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FEDERAL 


Once adequate, for the small town you 
used to be, the old alarm siren is only 
doing a fraction of the necessary job. 
Not only must the siren sound cover a 
greater area but it must get around 
more and larger buildings which are 
obstacles to sound travel. 


Replace your smaller siren with the 
famous FEDERAL STH-10 Vertical Siren 
or supplement your existing larger 
siren with another to extend coverage 
and eliminate dead spots. 


The one siren town of a decade ago 
has grown to a multi-siren town today! 
Don't wait for disaster to bring this to 
public attention, prepare now. Write 
for catalog +200. 


8717 S. State St., Chicago 19, Ill. 


SIGN and BY[], 7.) @ Corporation 


NO CHIEF SHOULD BE WITHOUT ONE! 


GLOBE'S colorful, new firemen’s 


clothing catalog fully indexed 
and illustrated gives you com- 
plete data, description and prices 


GLOBE MFG. CO., PITTSFIELD, N.H. 


Gentlemen: 


Please rush me your lotest catalog showing the 
complete GLOBE line of firefighters’ clothing 


GLOBE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
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on the finest firefighting clothing 
of its kind in the world today 


IDEAL FOR SPOT COMPARISONS AND 
INFORMATION AT YOUR FINGERTIPS! 


PITTSFIELD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Arson Investigator’s Seminar 
HE 15th International Arson 
Investigator’s Seminar will be 

held at Purdue University, from 

April 27 to May 1, 1959. This in- 

tensive training program will be 

conducted in cooperation with the 

International Association of Arson 

Investigators and other state agen- 

cies interested in the recognition, in- 

vestigation, prosecution and pre- 
vention of the crime of arson. 

The seminar will present the na- 
tion’s outstanding arson authorities, 
lecturers and moderators. The pro- 
gram will include essential basic in- 
formation for the arson investigator 
which will be expanded into ad- 
vanced techniques of investigation, 


For additional information con-§ 


cerning the seminar write to: Pro- 
fessor Shelby Gallien, Seminar Di- 
rector, Public Safety Institute, Pur- 
due University, West Lafayette, 
Indiana. 


Volunteers’ Convention 

AYWOOD, New Jersey, will 

be the host community for the 
46th Annual Convention and parade 
sponsored by the New Jersey and 
New York Firemen’s Association. 
Fire Chief Henry Koster, Conven- 
tion Chairman, anticipates 6,800 
marchers, 60 bands, 160 pieces of 
fire apparatus and some 75,000 
visitors. Aerial ladder trucks, fire 
department pumpers and other ap- 
paratus will be demonstrated in a 
special exhibit area. Exhibit space 
will also be provided in two large 
halls. Another feature of the Con- 
vention will be a display of old-time 
fire apparatus and museum pieces 
from the collection of the New 
York City Fire Department. 


FIREMEN! 
INCREASE YOUR INCOME! 


Convert your spare Lime into steady income 
selling most popular line of Belts and Buckles 
with Fireman's personal initials, first name 
or nickname with miniature replicas of 
actual fire equipment beautifully enameled, 
also lapels, tie clasps, key chains, money 
clips, and cuff links. Excellent repeat busi- 
ness. We furnish you with FREE complete 
sales kit. Really nice part-time money 
producing items. 


NO INVESTMENT NECESSARY! 
For full particulars, wrile to 


HOOK-FAST SPECIALTIES, INC. 
16 Eudora St. 
Providence, K.L. 


Factory 
P.O. Box 1425F 
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Horace B. Clark 
— member Horace B. Clark 
} LLSSE 


<d away at the age of 83 at 
his home in North Granby, Con- 
necticut. He had been an NFPA 
member since 1912 and for 30 years 
was 2 member of the Board of Fire 
Commissioners of the City of Hart- 
ford where he was affiliated with the 
Hartford Courant. Upon retirement 
he moved to North Granby and was 
instrumental in organizing the Lost 
Acres Fire Department to provide 
public fire protection service for the 
community. He appropriated funds 








































j. § for building several of the fire sta- 
n, § tions and also provided a number of 
n- p pieces of fire apparatus for the: de- 
o-P partment. In addition, he main- 
yj. § tained a fire station and apparatus 
r- J on his own estate. He was an expert 
‘e. Fin motor pump operation and con- 
ducted numerous schools for pump 
operators at his own expense. He 
also was an avid photographer and 
., Bbhad a carefully indexed pictorial 
il record of fires and fire department 
he activities in the Hartford area cov- 
ae ering a 50-year period. He was in 
nd attendance when the first 12-hour 
“7 acceptance test Was run on pumpers 
™ Fby the National Board of Fire Un- 
Lo ee ; 
derwriters. He was a close personal 
of Vitiend of NFPA president, Chief 
00 Henry G. Thomas of Hartford from 
We | the time of the latter’s first appoint- 
‘PT nent to the Hartford Fire Depart- 
| * FE nent. 
uce 
rge 
On- 
me . 
oil IRFAA Officers 
ew . HERMAN WEAVER of Ro- 





anoke, Virginia, was elected 
president of the International Res- 
ue and First Aid Association at 
the 11th Annual Convention held 
0 Jacksonville, Florida, last No- 
rember. He assumed office Janu- 
wy 1, succeeding Don Dunnington 
{ Bethesda, Maryland, now serving 
lis second term. 
Conrad H. Kreyling of River 
Edge, New Jersey, was elected first 
ice-president; Joseph J. Banach of 
Marinette, Wisconsin was re-elected 
eeond vice-president; William J. 
mberman of Elkridge, Maryland 
ms re-elected recording secretary; 
ud Theodore Hart of Plainfield, 
New Jersey, was elected treasurer 
succeed Mr. Kreyling. 


















Junior Sparkys 
OUNGSTERS who belong to 
Sparky’s Fire Department in 

Middletown, Pa. (more than 75 

boys between the ages of 7 and 14), 

were the subject of a two-page photo 

story in a recent issue of Parade, a 

major Sunday magazine. 

Groups of the boys were pictured 
going through various drills and re- 
ceiving instruction in first aid, send- 
ing alarms and using smoke masks 
and extinguishers. Everyone was 
uniformed in Sparky T-shirts, smart 
white helmets with Sparky shields, 
and denim trousers. 

There are two units in Middle- 
town. Both were organized in 1956 
when fire fighters and other men in 
the community enrolled the boys in 
Sparky’s Fire Department, Boston 
1, Massachusetts. Sponsors and in- 
structors are the officers and men of 
Middletown’s Union Hose Com- 
pany and Liberty Hose Company 
all volunteers. 

Parade magazine is distributed 
with the Sunday editions of news- 
papers in more than 50 large cities. 
Total weekly circulation of the 
magazine is 7,000,000 readers. 


Fire School Dates 
Montana: The Third Annual Confer- 
ence of the Montana State Fire Chiefs’ 
Association will be held at Miles City, 
June 11-13. For details write to Secretary- 
Treasurer William 8S. Hayes, Montana 
State Fire Chiefs’ Association, 208 Eklund 
Building, Great Falls, Montana. 
Nebraska: The 22nd Annual Nebraska 
State Fire School will be held at the State 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association and Civil 
Defense Training Center, Municipal Air- 
port Grounds, Grand Island, Nebraska, 
May 3-5. For detailed information write 
to Secretary Russell D. Salak, Fire School 
Committee, P. O. Box 312, Schuyler, 
Nebraska. 


FOR SALE 


1— Mack City Service Hook 
& Ladder Truck 


1 — Seagrave 600 gpm 
Pumper 


1 — Ford 500 gpm Pumper 


Each in excellent condition. In- 
spection invited. Photographs sent 
on request. Bids will be called 
for approximately April 1, 1959. 


Contact: Robert Weiss, Sec. 


SMITHTOWN FIRE DISTRICT 
100 Elm Avenve 
Smithtown, L.I., N. Y. 
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NORTH PATCHOGUE 
FIRE. DEPARTMENT 
N LOVING, MFMC ; 

TED MEMBER 


A permanent record 
of honor and service 
in enduring bronze 


There is no finer way . . . to pay permanent 
honor . . . than an everlasting record in a 
dignified International Bronze plaque. 

Write today for our beautifully illustrated 
Brochure A . . . showing hundreds of original 
ideas for reasonably priced solid bronze 
plaques, honor rolls, memorials, awards, tes- 
timonials, commemorative tablets. For trophy, 
medol, cup ideas, write for Brochure B. 
Dept. 67. 


INTERNATIONAL BRONZE TAB 
1EN \ me ea 


has 


The Original 


MIDWESTEAN 


STRIPED SAFETY COAT 


@ Brilliant Yellow 
Rubber Stripes! 
®@ Maximum Visibility! 
@ Maximum Durability! 
@ Exclusive Safety Features! 


See your Midwestern dealer or WRITE 
for Free Catalog and fabric samples 


Mackinaw Hitatelts 
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this month's EQUIPMENT NEWS 
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Warren, Michigan, 
Adds New Ambulances 


Commissioner William B. Burr of War- 
ren, Michigan, Fire Department, 
delivery of two new M-M ambulances 
from Robert Rossiter, Assistant Sales 
Manager of Miller-Meteor Motor Car Di- 
Belle- 
All members of the War- 
ren Fire Department have advanced first- 
aid cards and four hold first-aid instructor 
cards. 


accepts 


vision, Diveo-Wayne Corporation, 


fontaine, Ohio. 


Want an inexpensive alarm that sounds 
off when someone tampers with your car? 
Check into Police Auto Alarm, sold 
through Sales Company, 316 
Marion Building, Cleveland 13, Ohio. .. . 


Two new streamlined dry 


Gregory 


chemical ex- 
tinguishers in 21!5- and 5-pound capacities 
are announced by Waller Kidde & Com- 
pany, Inc., 675 Main Street, Belleville 9, 
New Jersey. 


INDEX TO 
ADVERTISERS 


American District Telegraph Com- 
pany (ADT) — 
American Fire Pump Company 
Bar-Way Manufacturing ee 
Cairns & Brother, Inc. ‘ 
Circul-Air Corporation 
W. S. Darley & Company 
Federal Sign & Signal Corporation 
Globe Manufacturing Company . 
Hale Fire Pump Company 
Hook-Fast Specialties, Inc. : 
International Bronze Tablet Com- 
pany, Inc. 
Mack Trucks, Inc. 
Maier-Lavaty Company 
F. N. Mcintire Brass Works 
Midwestern Safety Manufacturing 
Company . 
Mine Safety Applionces Compeny 
Morysville Body Works, Inc. 
D. W. Onan & Sons, Inc. . 
Pennsylvania Dutch Candies 
Plectron Corporation 
Powhatan Brass & Iron Works 
Roberts Company  # 25, 26 
D. B. Smith & Company ... . 2 
Smithtown Fire District i, ae 
Super Vacuum Manufacturing Com- 
pe Oe. 6 ke ee st et RO 


FIREMEN for February 1959 


Gene Wheeler now directs the sales pro- 
gram in the industrial, sports and fire de- 
partment fields for Cornelius high pressure 
air compressors providing clean air for 
breathing equipment. .. . For badges and 
insignia, be sure to write for new catalog 
from C. G. Brarmar Company, Inc., Dept. 
P, 216 East 45th Street, New York 17, 
New York. ... Thomas J. Ocasek succeeds 
the late Richard E. Vernor as Manager of 
Fire Prevention Department, Western Ac- 
tuarial Bureau, Chicago, Illinois, and will 
be assisted by Emmett T. Cox, senior field 
officer, Harry H. Wolff, field officer, and 
Mary E. Tridle, secretary. 


“Manpower” Fire Engine Body 


This new type of “manpower’’ fire 
engine body, designed to transport extra 
men as well as vital tools and equipment, 
is being manufactured by Reading Body 
Works, Inc., 420 Gregg Avenue, Reading, 
Pennsylvania. The Narberth, Pennsyl- 
vania, Volunteer Fire Company is using 
the first of these models, donated by the 
Barnes Foundation of Merion, Pennsyl- 
vania, in memory of the late Narberth 
chief, Al Nulty. Manufacturer states that 
this support unit body can be adapted to 
use as a first-line fire fighter. 


New Bulletin 
“Schools Are Still Burning,”’ 
brochure issued by 
Telegraph Company, 


a four-page 
District 
spells out the facts 
of fire safety to educators, school board 
officials and others interested in safeguard. 
ing our children’s lives and protecting 
facilities for their education. 

The illustrated brochure points up the 
need for better fire protection for the na- 
tion’s schools. It describes, briefly, meas- 
ures that can be taken to prevent belated 
discovery and delayed alarms, factor 
which account for most school-fire trage. 
dies. For free copies, write to ADT Com- 
pany, 155 Sixth Avenue, New York 13, 
N.Y. 


American 


Akron’s new Gizmo, a compact shut-off 
that works easily under highest pressure 
is gaining fire service popularity. Get the 
facts today from Akron Brass Manufae- 
turing Company, Inc., Wooster, Ohio. . . 
The hazardous antics of lightning and 
means of protecting life and property 
against this destructive force are contained 
in a new booklet, “Lightning Facts and 
Figures,” available free from Lightning 
Protection Institute, 53 West Jackson 
Boulevard, Chicago 4, Illinois. 


BUYING 
NEW EQUIPMENT? 


Consider the products 
advertised in this issue. 


Item Page 
Alarm systems 19 
Apparatus, motor fire 4, 5, 24 
Apparatus, pumping 20, 24, 33 
Apparatus, rescue 28 
Business opportunities, 

jewelry 32 
Call systems, radio 
Catalog, clothing 
Clothing, protective 
Electric plants, standby 
Extinguishing equipment 
Fund raising, candy sale 
Helmets 
Hose couplings 
Hose dryers, electric 
Hose racks 
Hose washers 
Plaques, trophies, cups 
Pumps, front mount 
Pumps, lever type 
Pumps, sliding 
Sirens 
Sparky promotional material 

25, 

Uniforms 
Ventilation units 





You get these advantages in the 
VA-50 Ball-type Locking Valve: 


Smooth-as-silk operation. 

Regulates volume as you want it. 
Locks positively in any position. 

A quarter-turn of the handle locks it. 


Check valve eliminates need to close 
hose lines to prime pump. 


Rugged, heavy-duty construction. 


Modern, smooth appearance. 


BARTON-AMERICAN 
UA-50 


Front Mounted Pumps 
now Offered with 
BALL-TYPE LOCKING VALVES 


Time-Proven Check Valve Retained 


Barton-American ball-type locking valves move into position 
for any capacity or volume you need — lock in that position 
with a quarter turn of the handle. 

The UA-50 gives you all the advantages of front mounted lo- 
cation: You can fight fires ov the move with two or more hose 
lines. With drive wheels on solid ground you can “nose” 
down to pond or stream to draft water inaccessible to midship 
pumpers. Front pumps weigh less, use no body space. . . 
you can carry more water and equipment. 

Precision built of best materials — yet costs Jess to buy and 
install because it’s simpler. Investigate the Barton-American 
Type UA now! 


WRITE TODAY FOR BULLETIN 8330-C 


You also get UA Pump features such as: Exclusive, positive inter- 
locking pump clutch that can’t slip at a fire; both volume and high 
pressure to 400 pounds for effective fog streams; fast, reliable, 
tngine vacuum primer; effective, frost- proof construction; plus 


——— Many other UA advantages. 


P. O. BOX 219-B BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN 
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60 BATTERYMARCH ST. 
BOSTON 10, MASS., U.S.A. 


POSTMASTER: If undeliverable FOR ANY REASON, 
notify sender, stating reason, on Form 3547. 


PINPOINT YOUR INSPECTION PROGRAM 


Garages — 8 pages 
Supermarkets 8 pages 
Foundries — 12 pages 

Oil Piers — 12 pages 

Grocery Warehouses — 12 pages 
Farm Property 12 pages 
Department Stores 8 pages 


College Dormitories, Fraternities and So- 
rorities — 8 pages 


Food Canneries — 12 pages 

Electric Generating Plants 12 pages 
Truck Terminals — 8 pages 

Motor Boats — 12 pages 

Printing Plants — 12 pages 
Restaurants 12 pages 

Oil Extraction Plants — 12 pages 
Cotton Warehouses — 8 pages 
Bakeries — 8 pages 


ero or or Gt ot Gt Ut Gt 


Gasoline Service Stations — 8 pages 


S 


Motion Picture Theatres — 16 pages 


2 
5 
5 
5 
> 
2 
5 
2 
5 
2 
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One- and Two-Family Dwellings 16 
pages 
Furniture Factories 12 pages 
Churches 16 pages 
Retail Lumber Yards 12 pages 
Hotels — 24 pages 
Bowling Alleys — 8 pages 
Laundries and Dry Cleaning Plants 
12 pages 
Public Schools — 24 pages 
Electrical Appliance Assembly Plants 
16 pages 
Outdoor Storage — 16 pages 
Motels — 8 pages 
Plastics Manufacturing and Fabricating 
Plants — 16 pages 
Buildings Under Construction — 16 pages 
Banks — 16 pages 
FR 58-3. Laboratories — 16 pages 
FB-2-59 
National Fire Protection Association 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston 10, Mass. 


Gentlemen: Please send me copies of the Occupancy 
Fire Records checked above: 


Name 

\ddress 

City or Town County 
State 


Enclosed find check or _}| Please send bill 


money order for §. 


Fire Departments everywhere use these valuc 
fire records for inspection and training programs. 
this complete set now for your fire station library. 





For .8 on ser 


NATIONAL 
. 


60 Barrenvmanc OW 10 MASSACHUSErTS 


FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION = International 
* steeer tos 


OCCUPANCY FIRE RECORD 
ONE- and TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS 


Single copies 50 cents each. Discounts 
on quantities: 25 to 499 — 25 per cent; 
500 to 2,499 — 33% per cent; 2,500 
and over — 50 per cent. COMPLETE 
SET — ONLY $12.75. 


These 814- by L1-in. illustrated booklets are invaluable to 
fighters during inspections of private and industrial properti 
Actual case histories of fire by occupancy give a clear pictured 
fire protection weaknesses and fire fighting problems. 


First read these,records for causes of fire and how fire spree 
Then plan what your fire department can do to improve 
fighting and fire prevention for these types of occupanelt 
Show these fire records to owners and managers so they can 
why fires occur and ways to prevent them. You might also 
up fire company training problems by simulating some of 
fire conditions in these case histories. 

These up-to-date fire analyses are also important to fire fight 
taking promotional exams. All things considered, they 
essential for your fire station library. Order a set today! 





rove 





